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yoL. XV AIR CORPS NEWS NO. 5 
Information Division Munitions Building 


___ Air Corps April 10, 1931. Washington, D.C, 





The chief purpose of this -mblication is to distribute information on 
aeronautics to the flying personnel in the Regular Army, Reserve Corps, 
National Guard, and others connected with aviation. 

Publishers are authorized to reprint material awearing in this -uwblica- 
tion. 
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HOW ENLISTED MEN ARE MESSED AT MAXWELL FIELD 
By the News Letter Gorrespondent 


jjX HE oresent cafeteria plan of messing for the enlisted »ersonnel at Maxwell 
} Field, Montgomery, Ala., had its inception in the mind of the Commanding 
Me Officer, Major Walter R. Weaver. Under his direction and guidance, the 

necessary equiyment was purchased, installed, and gut into its very suc- 
cessful operation. 

The installation was made in November, 1930, and consists of the following: 
one cafeteria counter in two. sections, comolete with coffee urns and electric 
refrigerated water cooling system, fourteen cafeteria tables with composition 
rubber tops (these‘ tables have a comfortable seating cavacity of six), eighty- 
four barracks chairs,-one hundred monel metal steel plates with commartments 
for different foods, one soiled dish table, and one electric refrigerator with 
coil in ice box. 

The mess hall prover occupies one end of the Squadron Barracks and is rec- 


tangular in shape. trance is direct from the Day Room and leads along the 


steam tables which is stationed with its two sections at right angles in the 
corner adjacent to the kitchen. The steam table itself is of customary nickel 
and white, the tables Nile green and cream, while the chairs are the same color 
with gold rounds in the back. The interior is of cream plaster with light brow 
concrete floors. Harmonizing curtains, together with hanging ferns, votted 
plants, and several canary songsters, unite to form surroundings attractive as 
any civilian cafe. Heightening these very effective decorations is a raised 
octagonal pool with fountain, »laced in the center of the dining syvace, in which 
gold fish and apyropriate water plants comlete the picture. 

In active charge of the messing is a Mess Officer and an Assistant Mess 
Officer. Operating under their direction is a Mess Steward in Charge and a Mess 
Steward operating the steam table and dis»nensing the food. The complement of 
cooks is only three. These work one cn a shift for a complete twenty-four 
hour tour. The officers and stemards are on duty constantly. This number pro- 
vides for e pronounced saving in personnel, as the number of men fed may be in- 
cceased materially, necessitating the addition to the force of cooks only. 

Under the vresent system the men may obtain breakfast between the hours of 
6:20 asm. and 8:00 a.m.; lunch from 11:00 a.m. to 12:30 ».m., and dinner from 
4:45 f.m. until 5:45 p.m. 

The method of service is identical with the usual cafeteria »vrocedure. The 
food, after »revaration, is laced in the compartments of the steam table, and 
as the men come along it is served by the Table Steward, assisted by the cooks 
police. It is natiirally arranged in the order of soup, meats, dressings, gravy, 
vegetables, bread (hot or cold), salads, deserts, milk, coffee and water. 

At breakfast’ a full variety of cereals is displayed on the glass shelves 
Where deserts are usually kept. Condiments, sugar, cream and syrup are on the 
tables at all times. 

. Upon completion of his meal, each soldier takes his used plate and silver- 
ware into the kitchen to a soiled dish table, where the uneaten food is emptied 
into a refuse can through a hole in the top of the table, eliminating the 
dropping of food on the floor. the plates are stacked on this table and left 
for the dishwashers. ‘he tables are policed by a dining room orderly and are 
constantly ready for use. 

. The income for the mess is derived from the Quartermaster allowance for the 
ration cost as stipulated in Army Regulations. The only additional income is 
from a very few civilian boarders. The number of men being fed is, at the vres- 
ent time, one hundred and thirty. The equipment will easily accommodate three 
hundred, 
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The entire cost of the installation ‘vas avoroximately. $2,800.00. ‘This igs 
being covered by monthly subscri tions from the funds of the various’ organiza. 
tions on the Post, these funds, in turn, beincs derived from income on shares 
held in the local Post xchange. This being a considerable financial outlay, 
the question naturally arises as to the justification as an investinent, the 
added attractiveness of the mess not being taken into consideration. 

The electric refrigerating machine consumes current to the amount of $6.50 
per month. Prior to this installation the ice purchase bill was $45.00. »er 
month. This has been reduced to only $10.00, »roviding a saving in ice alone 
of $35.00 »er month. By the use of the coffee urn there is an actual saving 
of six pounds of coffee daily. Figurin,; this on the basis of 164 per ound, 
the monthly saving from this item is’ $28.80. Through the use of a special but- 
ter slicing machine and the economical method of dis»ensing, there is a saving 
‘ of $25.00 on butter. The total saving on all other food has been found to be 
aporoximately $22.00. ‘Thus, a total monthly saving of $110.80 has been effect- 
ed. The maximum cost of the natural gas used to heat the steam table is esti- 
mated by the Alabama Utilities Service Comoany to be $10.00. Adding to this 
the cost of the refrigeration ($6.50), we get a total new-exoense of $16.50, 

'. Subtracting this figure from the savings, we have a net saving ver month of 
$94.50. This, however, is not canitalized as a cash saving but is ;mt back 
into the mess by the -mrchase of additional delicacies and by creating a greater 
variety in the mems. 

Due to the duties of the enlisted personnel at an Air Coros Station, it is 

- virtually impossible for all men to mess at the same time. This system ‘.rovides 
for the service of food to the last man to mess in just as attractive a condition 
as to the first, each edible being either ining hot or ice cold, as desired, 
Food waste is minimized by meaus of individual: service by the table steward, 
each man being permitted to return for additional food if it is desired. 

The commosition rubber table tons eliminate the »ossibility of the collec- 

‘ tion of dirt and grease, being exceedingly easy. to kee» in a sanitary condition, 

The almost comolete elimination of the use of ice, except as »roduced by 
the electric machine, »rovides additional sanitary advantages. 

The use of the soiled dish table gives ‘the simplest and most cleanly method 
for dis»osal of uneaten food. 

A much greater variety of food can be debian with a minimum amount: of 
waste. At breakfast, for examsle, twelve varieties of cereals are dis»layed. 
Coffee is served regularly three times a day, the men having the orivilege, 
however, of droping in for a cup at any time they desire. 

The former system of food service necessitated the transfer of the food 
from the cook vessel to a thick, cold,: china »late which was laced on the table, 
‘From this it was transferred again to the individual »late sometime afterward, 
As a result it was often cold and unvalatable. The cafeteria system gives food 
at. a constant uniform ee direct from the steam table to the individual 
plate. 

This eliminates all. need for table waiters, one. man being able to take care 
of the whole dining room, his duties being to 2olice the tables after the men 
have removed their ‘lates. 


tunity for the formation of closer friendships and associations. Individual 
smoking sets on each table encourage the social custom of sitting around for a 
friendly smoke after the meals. An ROOT HORS radio installation also adds to 
the enjoyment of the men. 


There is no waste due to the service of food for which the men do not care - | 
no tendency for a man to eat food of which he is not particularly fond. Formerly | 


there existed the. habit men have of eating what is’ set before them and is most 
convenient. Now one type of food is as convenient as any other. 

The very comfortable chairs offer a decided attractiveness when comoared 
with the old mess hall stools. Food-containing dishes have been completely 
eliminated, and along with them the washing incident thereto, as well as the 
handling of food by orderlies, which often offered opportunities for the develon- 
ment of slightly unsanitary conditions. 

The quality of the food offered men affects the morale of an organization 
‘probably more than any other individual factor. Under the system in vogue at 
Maxwell Field, the men are offered the best.food possible in surroundings equal- 
ly attractive as any they can find in civilian settlements. ‘They have mess 
facilities of which they can justly be »roud. 

29 V-E138, A.C. 
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The men have the option of eating with whom they desire, providing on Om0r- 
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It is noted that,where formerly men vere accustomed to going to the adjoin- 
ing city for their Sunday meals, they now make a »oint of being back on the Post 
at mess time. 

Visiting soldiers from other >osts exoress their survrise over finding such 
excellent meals. Whenever nossible visiting officers,.Government officials and, 
civilians are shown this cafeteria, which constitutes, “we believe, the best 
organization mess in the Army today. 
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COMMANDER WEEMS. LECTURES ON CELESTIAL NAVIGATION 


Commander Weems, U.S. Navy, recently delivered two lectures to the Second 
Bombardment Group, Langley Field, Va., on Celestial Navigation. Commander 
Weems is an authority on this sudject, and has sublished several books as an aid 
to air navigation, He has also mblished handbooks, with tables arranged in 
such manner that it is »nossible to make comoutations in the air in a few 
mimutes. The primary object of Commander Weems in delivering these lectures 
was to interest the Second Bombardment Groun in Celestiab:. Navigation, and Major 
Herbert A, Dargue,: Commanding Officer of the Group, expressed his desire that 
at least one officer from each squadron svecialize and become exvert in this * 
subject. The Grown has all the necessary equipment, and whoever is :icked for | 
this interesting work is »romised the full sw»0rt of the Group. ss 
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ARTILLERYMEN RECEIVE PROF ITAELE TRAINING 
AT MAXWELL FIELD, ALABAMA 


The 69th Coast Artillery (Anti-Aircraft) left Maxwell Field, Montgomery, © 
Alabama, on March 27th, for Fort McClellan, Alabama, their home station. For 
the past three weeks they were stationed at Maxwell Field where’ they vartici- 
pated in an intensive training vrogram. Being equinned with the most modern of 
sound locating devices, searchlights and anti-aircraft guns, the Artillery, 
with the assistance of planes from the. zend Observation Squadron, conducted 
searchlight practice every night. 

Early in the training period, a " Bombing" demonstration was staged for the 
general public, in which the Alabama State Canitol was “bonibed at night by planes 
of the 22nd Squadron. Very pistols and flares were used to similate the 
drowped bombs, while the searchlights were used in an endeavor to- ‘$20t the vlanes 
hetewe they could accomslish the mission, The demonstration was very success—- — 
ful and elicited much comment, from the svectators. 

== 000=—= 


PURSUITERS IN LARGE NUMBERS LAND AT WRIGHT FIELD, OHIO. 


The largest Pursuit contingent which ever landed at Wright Field -mt in 
its appearance recently, when sixty »lanes, including three Transports, arrived 
from Selfridge Field, Mich. Majors Brett and Brower were in charge. 

Formations, landings and take-offs were beautifully handled, and the inter- 
ested s»ectators were afforded a fairly comprehensive idea of the flying to be 
witnessed next May, when Wright Field and Fairfield will be the assembling 
grounds for the Air Corps Exercises. ‘This flight was, in fact, vractice for 
that occasion. The Pursuit pilots had lunch and svent the day at the Materiel 
Division, taking off for their home station at about four o'clock. | 

-~-000-—— é; 


Major-General J.L. DeWitt, Quartermaster General of the Army; Lieut.-Colonel ' 
F. M. Andrews, Cantains E.E. Adler and H.M. Elmendorf s,ent several days recent= 
ly at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, in connection with arrangements for jthe Air | 
Corps Exercises to be held during the latter art of May. General Dewitt was 
the guest of General Henry C. Pratt, Chief of the Materiel Division, while in 
Dayton. Captain D.L. knoll, Quartermaster. Corns, Fort Benjamin Harrison, Assis-~ 
tant Commandant of the School for Cooks and Bakers, also came to the field to 


Join in a conference for arrangements for messing 1500 officers and men who will 


be quartered at- a ee while talcing part in the Air Corps 
Exercises, ; : 
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FIRE FOLLOWS DEAL STICK LANDING OF BOMBING PLAWE 
By A. M. Jacobs 

ee s .ectacle to delight the heart of a small boy, but with more serious con. 
:| siderations for the adult observer, was the burning of an XLB-8 airplane 
a | (Keystone Bomber, powered with two Pratt and Whitney geared "Hornet" 

engines) on March 18th at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio. It was a matter 
only of seconds after the nilot, Lieut. H.G. Crocker, had effected a 
landinz that the huge plane was enveloved in high-lea»ring flames, giving him 
scarcely time to apnly the fire-extinguisher, which he attempted to do, and 
retreat to a safe distance to escape being burned. 

Most of those, whose attention was suddenly rivéted by the unusual sight 
on the flying field, did not Jmow that the fire had started in the air and 
that Lieut. Crocker, in the howe of saving the lane, had brought it in with a 
dead stick, his eyes keeing close watch on the flames each minute during the 
flight. 

Lieut. Crocker, test pilot of the Flying Branch of the Materiel Division, 
was running a test for the nursose of observing the amount of vibration set up 
in the new type struts which had been installed in this plane as part of the 
engine mounts. It was not the first flight test of this equinment, and in 
several previous flights the vibration had been sufficiently severe to shake 
off exhaust stacks. On this narticular flight the vibration was excessive and 
an exhaust stack from the right-hand engine had been lost. Lieut. Crocker was 
therefore »aying narticular attention to the right-hand engine. 

The pilot had been up about twenty minutes, running at various sveeds, and 
was flying at full throttle at about 1500 feet when, directing his attention 
from the right-hand to the left-hand engine struts, he saw flames in the left- 
hand engine cowling. Instantly he shut off the gasoline, put the »vlane ina 
glide, and considered what to do. He was about three miles from Wright Field. 
He believed he could make the field without great spread of the flames. Lven 
if the flames did get out of the cowling, they would probably blow back across 
the wins, not toward the cockpit. If the wing itself burned, of course the 
stability of the »lane would be affected and a safe landing would be scarcely 
probable, esnécially without vower. Also, if one had to jum, it must be done 
while there was altitude. But jumping did not enter strongly into his calcula- 
tions. The chance of landing the lane seemed to be worth the taking, and the 
three-mile glide was made and the ‘ylane landed short into the wind in a »erfect 
manner. Judgment, confidence, courage, skill were the attributes which made 
this nossible. Test men such as Crocker do not think of such words in connec- 
tion with themselves, nor, perhans, do other humans who really »,ossess such 
qualifications. They are unconscious gifts. Only an outsider may truly gauge 
them at their best. 

What was the first chanter to those who saw the plane land, ax arently in 
good condition, then suddenly burst into flames, was the second chapter to 
Lieut. Crocker. Immediately he seized the fire extinguisher - then was forced 
to run. The climax of the story was a surprise even to him. But his efforts 
to save the plane »roved not wholly in vain for, although the »lane itself soon 
became a total loss, the two enzines were little burned and can be salvaged. 

Lieut. Crocker is one of ‘the Air Corns! old axcoiebine* , who enlisted in 
January, 1918. In 1923 he won »rominence for the successful achievement of the 
first non-stop flight from the Gulf of Mexico to the emiat bie Border. He was 
also among those Bombardment ilots who took »art in the evoch-making sinking 
of the battleships NEW JERSEY and VIRGINIA. And there are numerous other 
flight accomplishments to his credit. 

To the Army nilot, who after years of ex»xerience still thinks of flying 
and the advancement of flying as the most worth while thing he can do in the 
world, there is no better job in the Air Corps than that of test vilot. It 
offers constant pioneering into the unsolved aeronautical »roblems, constant 
whetting of flying mettle, and constant opoortunity of getting into the air. 
Almost invariably it has attracted the tyne of officer of whom the Air Corps 
could tell be wroud. Lieut. Crocker belongs there. 

, ---000--- 





Wright Field airzlanes are boasting their own insignia these days. It is 
a spearhead of Air Corns blue outlined with gold, the head pointing toward the 
nose of the plane and with the word “Wrignt" lengthwise across the head in blue 
letters against e gold background. V-6138, A.0, 
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HOW TO OR GANIZE A PISTOL CLUB: ’ 
by Lt. J. L. Hitchings, A. C. 


(The Fourth Article of this Series) 





f-»x T every Air Corns station where no organized ~istol clubd exists, there 
\E= is at least one officer whois eovianmny; Leverentes in pistol -shoot- 
\ ing and would: like to start a club if he kmew how. There are at 
4 least a half dozen others who would aid in forming a club if some- 
=== one started it. And there are additional officers who would like 

to join one if it were organized. Thus ve have at every station a 
potential Club Governor, notential charter members, and »otential members. It 
is for the first two of these classes, esvecially, that this article is 
written. 

An outline of the steps necessary to form a Club is as follows: 

1. Post on the bulletin board a notice stating that a pistol club is 
being formed, requesting officers interested to sign. 

2. Post also notices calculated to arouse general interest among the 
officers. The best: drawing card we found was an outline of N.R.A. and U.S.R.A. 
outdoor competitions. This will be given in a later article. 

5. Call a meeting of those interested at a time calculated to draw a 
crowd. An announcement at officers call of a meeting immediately following 
works well, Tell them that they are-not obligating themselves for any money 
and ask them to become charter members of the Club. 

4. When they assent, urge them to organize under one or both of the 
National Associations, ex»laining the cost of forming each, and the number re- 
quired for a clud. If a sufficient number agree, your club is established.. 

5. After the club is established, elect officers ayorovriate to the 
Association you are affiliating with. 

6. If you still need members to form the club, a versonal canvass of the 
officers will get them. 

7. Keen a club book, a score book, and an account book. 

8. Post another notice giving N.R.A. and U.S.R.A. clasaificatioris of arms 
and listing prices of »istols recommended, stating where they may be. obtained. 
This will arouse further general interest. 

9. Send for targets. 

10. When targets arrive, decide on a range fee barely large enough to cover 
the cost of same. Don't ex»ect your new members to pay large fees, or to join 
for long »eriods of time. Make it a rule that a member »ays only as long as he 
shoots. The Chanute Field Pistol Club charges no dues, and has found a range 
fee of 25 cents a week satisfactory. 

ll. Order a few simple »rizes, and when they arrive place them on exhibi- 
tion. Excellent »rizes may be bought with a 50% Army discount from the Ronlet 
Co., Toledo, Ohio, who will gladly send a catalogue on request. 

12. Hold your first club match. Charge moderate entry fees to cover the 
cost of the prizes. Have »rizes ready and distribute them on the sot. 

13. Divide your club into two teams, as nearly equal as »vossible. Have 
them fire a shoulder-to~shoulder match once a week. If.desired, they can shoot 
for a dinner at the end'of the month. 

14. ..Send for rating targets, and try to get as many members into the money 


as. possible. The day a man wins his first medal, he becomes a confirmed. match 


shooter for life.. 

15. Send to the N.R. A. and U.S.R.A. for list of novice clubs with which to 
fire pistol matches. 

16. Post notices of »rosnective matches and scores of completed. ones, to 
arouse general interest. Our most enthusiastic supporters are officers who, at 
one time or another, have come to our shoots as spectators. 

17. Arrange with, your Information Officer to have the results of your 
matches published in the newsnapers. This is an excellent sour to competition 


and helps the shooting game.. 


18. If you have no indoor range, construct:.one. It is easily done. 

19.. Publish a notice of N.R.A. and U.S.R.A. indoor. competitions, and urge 
your members to enter them.. To corresyond with the National Rifle Association, 
write the Secretary, N.R.A., Barr Building, Washington, D.C. To correspond 
with the United States Revolver Association, write..the Secretary, U.S.R.A., 
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DEAT: OF POPULAR RESERVs OFFICER 





[pone 


hi sucaen death of Lievt.-Colouel John Havley Larned at Leavenvorth, 
A Kansas, on arch 21st, removed from the rans of the Air Corys Reserve 
i, one or its inost efficient and enthusiastic members. At the time of his 
death, Col. Larned vas on a three months! active duty tour as a student 
at the Commend and General Staff School, Fort Ieavenvorth, Kansas, a ‘ITivilere 
not often teken advantaze of by Reserve officers. His death vas a great sho 
to his many frieids througiout the Air Corns, for he was one of the best lnom 
Reserve officers in that branch of the Aruy. . ; 

Keenly enthusiastic avout the Air Corrs and evidencing much ride and 
seriousness in his Reserve Commission, Col. Larned took advantage of active 
duty tours »ractically every year =ron the time he was commissioned in the Air 
Corps Reserve, following his honoravle discharge from the Army on January 2, 
1919. Various Air Cor»ss officers, under whom he served during his active duty 
tours, were unanimous in declarin= him one of the most comoetent Reserve offi. 
cers in the Corps. He successfully completed all Air Corps and Infantry Cor- 
resnondent courses, the Command and General Staff Extension Course and the 
first sudcourse of the Srecial Staff and Logistics Course. 

Col. Larned was born at Stafford Sorings, Conn., October 9, 1887. Edvu- 
cated at the Stafford Sorings Public Schools and High School, he afterwards 
graduated from Clark University, “orcester, Mass., in 1908, with the degree 
of A.B. He pursued a course at the Harvard University Graduate School and 
then made extensive travels abroad, touring through Ingland, Holland, Belgiu, 
France, Italy, Switzerland and Western Germany. 

From 1910 to 1913, he was an Instructor in Modern Language at Lafayette 
College, Easton, Pa., and during the period from 1913 to 1917 he vas the head 
of the French Department of the Asheville School at Asheville, N.C., resigning 
from that »osition to enter the second Officers' Training Camp at Plattsburg, 
N.Y. Following the comoletion of that training camp, he was commissioned a 
lst Lieutenant in the Aviation Section, Si wl Corps, ana, after a vrief tour 
of duty in Washington, D.C., was assigned to Ellington Field, Houston, Texas, 
where he served as Commandant of Cadets until his honorabdle discharge from 
the military service. 

Col. Larned was commissioned a Cantain in the Air Corns Reserve on Febru- 
ary 21, 1919; »romotea to the grade of Major on May 26, 1923, and to the grade 
of Lieutenant-Colonel on October 29, 1950. In civil life he was connected 
with the firm of Henry Disston & Sons, Inc., servinz for a time as Menager of 
their New York office. 

The heartfelt symathy of the Air Cor»s is extended to his sorrowing: 
widow and his youn; daughter. 


— 


~—=- 000——— 
ARMY AIRMEN DISCOVER FIRS AND GIVE ALARM FROM THE AIR 
_ The sharp eyes and the alertness of two Army flyers were the means of 


averting a disastrous fire at Troy, Alabama, according to a revort recently 
received from Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala. 


Lieuts. Bruce A. Tyndall, pilot, with Lieut. William B. Clements, Observer, : 
were performing a reconnaissance mission e:bracing the territory between Mexvell | 
Field and Troy, Alabama. Adhering strictly to the letter of their orders, these | 


Air Corvs officers diligently observed, noted, sketched and accunmlated such 
data as would »rove valuable in time of war. A small ribbon of smoke aypeared 
in the residential section of Troy, and increased suddenly to such ro ortions 


that this unusual sight attracted the eyes of the Army airmen. Flying low over 
the area, they discovered a large residence aflame, with no indication that any 


steps were being taken to extinguish the conflagration. Quick to realize the 
capability of the airolane to attract attention, Lieut. Tyndall dived the ship, 
giving quick bursts of the throttle. The reaction vas virtually instantaneous, 
and the fire devartment was rushed to the scene. 

_ When the airmen returned to Maxvell Field, news was received at headquar- 
ters that their resourcefulness was the means of warning the residents of the 
fire. No one on the ground had noticed it, nor had the occupants of the 
dwelling. 

This is another one of many examples tending to demonstrate the value of 
Air Corps personnel and equizment in time of peace. 
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AIRPLANZ MODEL LEACUE TO MEET AT WRIGHT FIELD 
By A. M. Jacobs 


3% KIGHT Field is to be the scene on June 29th and 30th of the two-days! 
fei annual meeting of the Airplane Model League of America, an organiza~ 
tion of some 400,000 voun;, folks, mostly boys, ranging in age from 
§ ten to twenty-one years, who gather in large numbers each year to 

enter in the League's contests the airslane models which they have busily con- 
structed at their homes. ‘the Dayton Chanter totals 900 members, and about 400 
others are ex ected, representing axnroximately 150 of the League's 500 chap- 
ters. . As i ae 

‘From distances as great as Hawaii, these boys stream in to the annual 
meets. Some are sent by local acronautical associations, business or >rofes- 
sional clubs, or boys! clothing stores. Some come on "savings" and some hitch-= 
hike their way. All carry models revresenting their own ingenuity and handi- 
work, All have a hope of coming in for the -rize money and even of having the 
opportunity of flying as winner to Washinston anda being »resented to the 
President and Cabinet Officers. Twice in the vast, Edsel Ford sux lied plane 
and pilots for such a trin, and announcement has been made that he will do 
likewise this year, Last year, the American contest winner, Joseyxh Ehrhardt, 
17-year old youngster from St. Louis, was elso sent to Europe with his winning 
model to attend the International Contest, and at Wakefield, Mngland, carried 
off the international prize. | a 

The League was organized in September, 1927, by the American Boy Magazine, 
with the support of the National Aeronautic Association, to further interest 
and knowledge of aviation through the wilding and flying of scientific model 
airplanes. Its roster of officers contains names to haunt the dreams of any 
air-minded lad. Admiral Richard #, Eyrd is honorary President; Villiam B. 
Stout, President, and the names of. Clarence D. Chamberlin, Eddie Rickenbacker 
and Eddie Stinson aypear on the list of Vice: Presidents. 

Three types of events calling for three distinct types of airplane models 
will feature the meeting this year,- the Scale Model Contest, the Outdoor 
Fuselage Model Contest, and the Outdoor Endurance Model Contest. The Scale 
Model Contest’ is for small models, of actual airolanes. These are non-flying, 
and stress is laid on accuracy to detail. ‘They are built on a 24-inch wing 
basis, and airfoil sections, wing ribs, struts, movable controls, etc., mst 
all be true to scale. Some very beautiful models have been :roduced for this 
contest, the boys in some instances casting each engine part and assembling 
small engine installations. As the result of the skill he dis»layed in the 
model entered, one youth received orders for the construction of wind tunnel 
models. Others have sold their models at satisfactory »rices. 

The Outdoor Fuselage Models entered are flying models, judged by their 
flying ability, They mst have fuselages and nust take off on their om 
wheels. The model which won the international.contest at Wakefield was of 
this type. 

The Outdoor Endurance Model mst have a wing area of 125 square inches, 
although its fuselage may be a stick. This model is judged u.on the length of 
time it remains in the air. 

Wright Field looks forward to »laying host to this grouy of aviation en- 


tmsiasts., The science is still so new that even those with the widest knowledge 


are still as children in it, and our future teachers may well lie among: these 

youthful contestants. ‘They in turn must learn wach from the lateriel Division 

during their stay in Dayton. Merrill Hemburg, National Secretary, 300 Davis 

— Dayton, Ohio, may be addressed for information regarding the contest 
es, etc. 


---000——= 
‘ GRADUATION OF. STUDENTS FROM MARCH FIELD 


A total of 48 students (47 Flying Cadets and one Woncomaissioned Officer 
training in grade) graduated from the Air Corps Primary Flying School, March 
Field, Riverside, Calif., on Feovuary 20th last. An aerial review was given 
by the members of the graduating class. After the review, the graduation ex- 
rcises were held in Hangar No. 4, and amorovriate syeeches were made by the 
Commandant and the Assistant Commandant. The aerial review vas witnessed by 


approximately 3000 civilians from the surrounding cities. 


























































LANGLEY FIELD ATTACKED BY MSCHATIZED LAND FORCE 
By Lieutenant J. D. Barker, po Corns 





HE Mechanized Force, with one battalion, 54th Infantry, motorized, Attach | 
ed, stationed at Fort Eustis, Va., conducted a field exercise on March 





12th for the purpose of develonin; the tactics of mechanized and motoriz fr 

units in the-execution of a raid on hostile rear installations. ‘he Odjeo. b be 

tive of the force was the balloon’ hangar at Langley Field, Va. . fF 

A situation was drarm where’ the Blues (south of the James River) were en | jt 

gaged with the Reds several miles south of that river. The Elue Mechanized i ae 
Force (reinforced) concentrated at Richmond-and moved south in execution of its 

mission of raiding Langley Field. The assumption vas made that Langley Field ff i 

was guarded by one battalion of Red troops. f(t 

The Mechanized Force and attached wnits moved from Fort Eustis at 5:00 am Fis 

by various routes on Langley Field, and concentrated within a mile of Langley fF +: 


Field before daylight, with a view to launching a coordinated attack at dar, 








Three one~hour missions were flown by Langley »ersonnel to observe and reyort fF a 
on the movement of the raiding force. The observers were equinped with the ‘ n 
Driggs Faber observation paracimte flare, developed by the International Flare Fm 
and Signal Comoany. Hach mission located one or more of the major elements cf FP t 
the raiding force. The first and second missions found the colwms as they 
moved along the road; the third mission located tne concentrationarea. It was t 
necessary a each case to resort to the use of the flares, althouch the tank- h 
carriers, located on a white shell road, covld be seen at about 1,000 feet - 1 
without flares. r 1 
The new Driggs flare »roved very haudy to use and very effective in results, 
The best results would be exnected rvhen fired at about 1,000 feet, but to avoid b 
the fire hazard, it was necessary to fire them about 2,000 feet. The illumina- j 
tion lasted for about three-minctes and was sufficiently bright to afford. good j 
observation of all roads and trails and oven fields | over an-area of ay roximate- s 
ly one mile square. h 
Shortly after damm the tanks, »receded by armored cars; “and suorted by t 
artillery, launched an attack as >lanned. After the’ attack the Langley obser- 
vers were guests for breakfast with the officers of the Mechanized Force. r 
~--000--- ( 
Lave ¢ 
WRIGHT } yIn® AIRMEN SHOWBOUND k 
C 
March came in like a lion, as far as Major John D. Reardan and Ca>tain é 


Reuben C. Moffat, Air Coros, were conccrned. Taking off from Mitchel Field, 

N.Y., for Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, on March 9th, they ran into thick weather 1 
and snow. Ca ntain Moffat, checxing carefully each landing field along the \ 
route, decided he would so as far as he dared into the no-man's-land flying i ( 
country of Pennsylvania and then turn back and come dovn on the last field oe 
checked if the goinz »roved too rough. Thus ernnnasny they returned to Dubois, 1 
Pa. Wind had swest the field fairly clear of the heavy snow that was falling, 
and no difficulty was ex>crienced in landing. Nor was there difficulty in 
getting an automobile ride back to tom. Then. however, the fun commenced. | 

Heavy snow urifts blocked the roac. to such an extent that all hands had to FS 
get out and heave to with shovels to dig out the car. They shoveled for an 4 ‘ 
hour, then had to get a team of mules to »mll-them out of the drifts. Satirists 
might well have caxitalizea on that returmi to the orimitive - from aviation to 
the mle —- but, acim at all satirists were snugly smoking indoors by roar- 
ing log fires. It .roved to be the heaviest snowfall of the year for DuBois, 
keeninz the two officers grounded from Monday until Thursdey, before they could 
return to Wright Field. 

Although snow was viled high all about the countryside, the wind had been 
kind enough to clear the field for them for a comfortable take-off, and in due 
course of time they arrived at their home station. 

---000--—~" 





Major E. G. Reinartz, Flight Surgeon at Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, s vent 
practically the entire month of regener at West Point, N.Y., making a ohysical 
examination of students of the U.S. Military Academy who submitted a-yxlications 

. for flying training.- 
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A THRILLING RESCUE HIGH IN THE AIR 






PROPOS of the recent visit to the Primary Flying School at Brooks Field, 
-San Antonio, Texas, of Lieut. and Mrs. Fred Iund, of Troy, Ohio, at 
*\which time the former gave an exhibition of aerial acrobatics which was 

















































tach | yea one of the best ever witnessed at the field, the News Letter Corresvon- 
h - dent, touching on the fact that Mrs. Lund is the holder of two world's 
Tizej 4 records ~ altitude flight for women and the greatest number of consecutive 
Odjen, 4 barrel rolls - is reminded that among the interesting »ersonages of Brooks 
q Field there is one, a diminutive, unassuming woman who was the leading figure 
en- ff in a dramatic and record-breaking event, the like of which has had no prece- 
a dent and since that time no renetition, 
its b The Brooks Field Corresvondent ‘goes on to say that,although this thrill- 
ld f ing event is now relegated to the amals of the yast, it is still interesting 
' to hear the story from the lips of the person who was the central figure. She 
aem, 7 is Mrs. Jensen, wife of Staff Sergeant Jensen, of Brooks Field, but at that 
ey | time Miss Rosalie Gordon, famous already as a stunt performer. 
uO 2 The adventure which befell the then Miss Gordon, which was suposed a be 


rt 4 a stunt. performance, was anything but that and culminated in a most trying and 
' nerve-racking episode for a period of over half an hour, during which her life 


re | was at stake and the lives of others were »laced in jeovardy in various at- 
cf | temps made to effect her rescue. 

; Miss Gordon planned to make a parachute jump from 4,000 feet, and when 
Tas the plane reached that altitude and she jumped out, she found her >arachute 
o held .fast by shrunken ropes which contrived to cause her body to dangle. help- 


lessly high in the air, held only by a small rope the size of an electric 
light cord. Mrs. Jensen's story was as follows; 








ults, F "I was mascot of the 36th Division, Air Service, and in an exhibition to 
roid be given for-the benefit of the Reserve Fund, I offered to do a ‘arachute 
na- jump. I-had. been wing walking several years, but this was to be my first 
od f jump. I was given a Hardahe Exhibition Paracmte, balloon bell pack, witha 
late- fF small rope around the end pack. Just before I went up, it had been raining 
heavily, and right afterward .a picture concern asked permission to take a nic- 
y ture. of myself and the narachute. 
T- _ Subjecting the 'chute to the damp weather caused the ropes holding the 
ring of the parachute to shrink, and the ring then could not release the bag. 
Clyde Pangborn was piloting the plane in which I went up, and Captain Milton 
Girton sat in. the cockpit with me at the time I made the jump. When the plane 
had ascended to the height of 4,004 feet, the signal was given, and I jumped. 
overboard. It was pouring dowmm rain, having just started after I left the - 
airplane, 
: Then, for a terrible minute, I-realized that my cmte had not ovened! I 
her § was possessed of panic for a few minutes. This was revlaced by the conviction 
4 that I mast do all that lay at hand to save my life. In the meanwhile, 
Captain Girton, alarmed at my predicament, leaned over and began hauling up 
q the rope. But his strength proved inadequate and he was forced to release 
ois, } the rope and I dronped again. ‘Then the pilot, Clyde Pangborn, dived for the 
 & ground and took me across the field about eighteen feet from the. ground to 
q appeal for help. . Several - determined to lend aid, among them being Lieutenant 
j Strickland, who was stationed at Kelly Field, flying a Morse machine; Tommy . 
to 4 Thompson, civilian pilot, taking Freddie Iwnd, my teacher and s»onsor; Lieut. 
4 lewis Gross, Air Reserve, and Major B. A. Law - all well-knowm fliers. 
ists | Thirteen’ planes, in all, took the air in the attempt to assist in my 
to oF Tescue..-All these planes circled around me, but it seemed that there was. 
ar- |  § nRothing they could do. Lieut. Strickland evolved a plan whereby he would fly 
, &§ his small Thomas-Morse airplane into the Houston channel, land in the water, 
ud | and then have my pilot cut me loose and allow me to drop into the water, when 
Lieut. Strickland would nick me up. This vlan may have been feasible - I do 
on & = know, but I refused it, for the reason that I am deathly afraid of the 
1 CO water, 


Not everybody understood the cause of my predicament. Freddje Iund, 
flying by in another plane, held a barlow kmife in his hand with which he 
planned to sever the small rope that supvorted my body in its helpless dangle. 
it OF Very quickly I signed with my hands the »osition of my varaclute, and he 
| then tossed the knife to me, I missed the knife by about two inches, Had I 
Caught it,-I would have attempted to cut the small rope around the top of the 
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parachute pack. Then, the only »lan of which Freddie could think was to make 
a change of planes. Lieut. Iund felt an instructor's resnonsibility for a 
student, and was determined to leave nothing undone to effect my rescue. He 
made the change, but in doing so had no safety devicessuch as ladders or rojes, 
and, to add to the danger, he was wearing: Cavalry boots. 

I shall never forget the sudden silence that rushed about me when Tommy 
Thomson, piloting Freddie Iund, cut his motor and hollered to Clyde Pangborn, 
piloting our »vlane, that Freddie was going to make a change from his »lane to 
the other, Tommy flew his lane only four feet from the plane »iloted by. 
Clyde Pangborn, and under it, so that Freddie, standing on the top wing of 
his plane, jumped to the lower wing of our »vlane. He then joined Cantain 
Girton on the landing gear. Cantain Gitton, in the meanwhile, had continued 

to haul up my rope and tie it to the landing gear. They combined in the 
hauling orocéss, but their »ooled strength proved insufficient. Then Lieut. 
Iund changed seats with the »ilot, Clyde Pangborn, and the latter, in turn, 
came down and began hauling me uw». He succeeded in lifting me to the top of 
the parachute bag tt, because of the limited space on the clearance, and 
with two men already standing upon it, it was impossible to lift me to where 
I could also have found standing room on it, the clearance being only 18 
inches between the vheels, and the parachute bag being three feet in circum- 
ference. I cannot say that I was frightened - actual fright seemed to be ‘out 
of my mind, which was bent solely on being’ rescued. 

I could sense Freddie's exhaustion in the swaying and staggering of the 
plane as he piloted it, comoletely worn out. It seemed that attempts to res- 
cue me were to be futile, when I hit upon a olan, as if by inspiration. I 
hollered up at Pangborn to put his foot. down, and as he sat astride the 
spreader bar with one foot dangling while Cantain Girton sat in the same manner 
on the other side with his foot hanging, I caught hold of the toes of both 
shoes with my fingers and willed myself up. When I was to where they could’ 
reach me, they grasped me under the arins and cut the parachute loose. Even in 
the midst of this precarious situation, I was forced to smile at an amusing 
incident connected with this final act of my rescue. Mr. Pangborn, in his ef- 
fort to prevent dropoing me, zealously caught me by the trousers and »ropelled 
me almost over the s reader bar and out across the cross-wires which, of 
course, would have meant instant death. After I was lifted to the ‘spreader 
bar, I was asked if I was able to craw. uw) into the cockpit, but I found my 
strength unequal to this additional tax unon it, so Cantain Girton and I hung 
onto the landing gear, while Clyde Pangborn returred to the cocimit and took 
over the controls from Freddie Iund, while Freddie crawled into the front. 

We landed after forty-three minutes of the most trying ordeal any of us 
ever experienced. Then, uoon landing, another cause for excitement presented 
itself to us - we had gas to last only for three minutes lonzer of flightl" 

© -=——O000——— 


LIXUT. vaaadiet FL ees TO HORSE ISLAND, N.F. 


Lieut. Robert Fogg, better itiomm as Bob Fogs, a member of the Air Corps 
Reserve, was again the first w.ilot to arrive at the gcene of ‘a news event. 
First it was the Bremen story at Greenly Island, which story he related to the 
New England Air Corps Reserve Officers! Association recently, and now it is 
the Viking disaster scene. 

Bob hopped off from his commercial air zort at Concord, N.H., Saturday, 
March ecdrd,'24 hours after Bernt Balchen had set out from Boston with a rescue 
plane. While Balchen was at St» Johns, N.F., Bob hastened on to Hampden Bay, 
where he obtained more gasoline. Continuing from that point, he arrived over 
Horse Island on Monday with his two »hotogra>hers all set to take pictures’ for 
Paramount News and the press services. 

Having been told that the ice would be smooth, Bobb Fog set the plane, a 
Wright-powered Waco, dovm on what a peared to be a great area. Evidently, he 
had become partially snow-blind, as roush sections of the icy surface ripped 
his skiis into bits. The shi vas throwa forward as’ it cartwheeled and 
dragged a wing. . 

Ascertaining that’ no boats would reach the Island for nearly. two months, 
he began to make emergency revjairs., With the help of the natives and the two 
cameramen, Lieut. Fogg managed to' nak’ temporary skiis and to natch the torn 
fabric on his wings. Taking off with light load, he circled the Island and 
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set thé shin down on a much better area which had been obscured before by fo. 
After securing all necessary -vhotos, he returned to iit N.H., with the 
two cameramen. 

---00o-—~ 


SacOND DOMBARDMELT GROUP STARTS TRAINING FOR MANEUVERS 


The Seconda Bombardient Grou, Langley Field, Va., has started formation 
training incident to engaging in the Air Corps Maneuvers this soring. Thus 
far these activities have been confined townit training and smadron training. 

The ».len is to form units of three, assigning shiyos to each man with the 
object in view of allowing these men to fly together in the. same shins-at all 
times. Hach squacron will consist of three units, and the leaders will be the 
same and fly in the same n0sition at all tines. In this way it should be> 
possible to take off, fly the cifferent »ositions and types of formation and 
land without any “rearranged signals. 

The personnel at La.. ley Field has been changed to ‘gach an extent that it 
will be necessary to start rizht at the bottom and give each individual com- 
plete training. The News Letter Corres»ondent is of the opinion that by the 
time. the maneuvers are scheduled to start the 2nd Bombardment Grouy should be 
able to sut a formation in the field that :7rill be second to none. 

; ~--000--= 


NEW. CLASS AT ADVANCED FLYING SCHOOL 


The »resent class at the. Air Corrs Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field, 
Texas, began trainin: on March 4th. The class numbers: 103 students, about 
equally divided from March and Brooks Fields. Five officers of the Regular 
Army are members of the class, viz: Major H.A. Strauss, lst Liewts. Charles P. 
Cabell and Robert C. Oliver, 2nd Lieuts. Roy H. Gertler and Harold Q. Huglin, 
also three foreign officers, Cavtain Gerd von Massow (Ge ermany), Cartain Tomas 
M. Letona’ (Guatemala), and Cantain Ricardo Rodas (Guatemala); 94 Flying Cadets, 
and one Staff Serzeant who is taking the training in grade. 

' The: students are from thirty-three different States and two foreign 
countries. California with eizhteen and Texas with twelve lead in number of 
students from one State. The Attack Section has eighteen students assigned to 
that specialty for training; the Bombardment Section has the same number; 
Observation has a total of tweuty-séven, aud Pursuit has forty. 

~--000-—= 


BROOKS FIuLD OFFICER RISCULS SCE 100L CHILD ‘FROM COYOTE 


In one of the most ».eculiar occurrences on record, Major Benjamin B. 
Warriner, Director of the School of Aviation Medicine of Brooks Field, effect- 
ed the rescue of a seven-year old sciiool child recently, when a half ¢rowm 
coyote attacked the boy on his way to school. The school bus had just arrived 
at Major Warriner's residence at 1415 Highland Eoulevard to convey the young 
daughter of the medical officer to school, when she returned to the house 
Screaming and brought Major Warriner to the scene, a large enclosure adjacent 
to his residence. Major Warriner had taken wo a gun, uron hearing the screams 
of his daughter, but found that he dared not use the weapon for fear of kill- 
ing the child also. Instead, he clubbed the coyote with the butt of the 
pistol, until the animal released the boy. Dee) lacerations and scratches over 
the face end body of the small victim resulted, and doctors at the Santa Rosa 
Hospital where he was conveyed following the occurrence, stated that his 
jugular vein had barely escaped the vicious teeth of the animal. 

The head of the coyote was sent to the Pasteur Institute at Austin, Texas, 
for examination to determine the »ossibility of rabies. The »resence of the 
coyote in the etticce bilan remains a mystery. 

---000—-= 


Cantain Frank D. Hackett recently led a formation of Bombers on a night 
navigation mission from Langley Field to Richmond and Washington, 13 vilots 
and 22 enlisted men particinating in this flight. Due to a heavy haze, it was 
necessary to fly at a high altitude, which made the trin very gruelling due to 
the excessive cold. 
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y WHERE ARE OUR "ACES"? 












OME thirty war-time "Aces," men‘’who were credited with at least five 
victories over enemy aircraft during the last war, were lost track of 
during the past several years and their whereabouts are now unknowm, 
The Information Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, is ver F 
desirous of establishing contact with these "War Birds," whose deeds q; [ 
valor brought so much glory to themselves as well as to the American Air Force, Ff 
At the present time the only war time "Aces" whose whereabouts are defip. 
itely know are the few who are still serving with the Air Corps, Regular Amy. 
those who are members of the Air Corps Reserve, and those who are now »rominent 
in the field of conmercial aviation. At least five "Aces," who were living f 







at the time the Armistice was signed, have since died. Captain Meld B.Kindle 


was killed on February 1, °1920, at Kelly Field, Texas, in an airplane accident, 
Lieut. Zeno R. Miller, while a member of the Air Corns Reserve on inactive 
status, died on July 22, 1922. ‘The manner of his death is unknown to the 
Information Division. Ca»ntain John 0. Donaldson was killed in an airplane acc. 
Gent during t’...merican Legion Air Races at Philadelnhia on Sestember 7, 1930, 
‘Lieut. Paul Baer was killed in an airplane accident in China on.December 9, 
1930. Caotain Wm. P. Erwin was lost at sea in August, 1927, during the course 
of his heroic attempt to find some trace of the missing Dole Flyers who had 
attempted to cross the Pacific from California to Hawaii. 

Where, however, are the following? The Editor of the News Letter would 
like to hear from them. Are they still flying or otherwise actively engaged in 
aviation? Do any readers of the News Letter know of their whereabouts? If, 
unfortunately, any of them have passed to the Great Beyond, information would 
be anpreciated as to when they died and where they are buried. 


Jacques Swaab New York Wm. T. Ponder Mangum, Okla, 
Henry R. Clay Fort Worth Kenneth L. Porter Dowagiac, Mich, 
Jesse 0. Creech Washington Jerry C. Vasconcelles Denver, Colo, 
Clinton Jones San Francisco R. deB. Vernam New York 
Charles J. Biddle Philadelphia William T. Badham Birmingham, Ala, 
Leslie J. Rummel Newark, N.J. Harold R. Buckley Agwam, Mass. 
Sumner Sewall Bath, Me. Everett R. Cook Memohis, Tenn. 
William H. Stovall Stovall, Miss. Chas. 0. Gray Long Island,iY 
Arthur R. Brooks James Knowles Chicago 
Edward P. Curtiss j Frederick E. Iuff Cleveland, 0. 
Murray K. Guthrie Minneapolis. Orville A. Ralston Ainsworth, Neb. 
Frank K. Hayes Chicago. John J. Seerley Chivago 

Howard C. Knotts Carlinville,I11. Robert M. Todd Cincinnati. 
John K. McArthur Entiat, Wash. Rodney D. Williams Statesau, Wis. 

---000--- 


77TH PURSUIT SQUADRON FULLY ORGANIZED 


The 77th Pursuit Squadron, stationed at Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif., 
with lst Lieut. Walter E. Richerds, Air Corps, in command, has emerged from its 


state of basic organization and is now practically comoleted insofar as nerson- 


nel and equinment are concerned. Of the fifteen recent graduates from the 


Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, who were assigned to Mather Field fu 


station, the folioving were assigned to the 77th: 


2nd Lieuts. Lymn H. Phillips, Philo 0. Rasmussen, Albert C. Reed, Franklin | 


L. Shroyer, Albert W. Steinbeck, Laurence M. Williams and Maurice C. Willians. 
The following-named officers, who recently arrived from Rockwell Field, 
Coronado, Calif., were also assigned to the 77th Squadron: end Lieuts. John J. 





Mulvey, Virgil W. Vaughan, Lake Moore, Jr., and Paul B. Balfour. 

Thus far ten P-12 Pursuit planes were delivered to the Squadron, and seven 
more, ready for delivery at the Air Denot, will be ferried to Mather Field in 
the near future. With the above mentioned assignment of officers, and after 4 
month's continuation of the intensive training now in session, the 77th will be 
neni and ready to hold its orm in the "Big Parade" in May. 

---000--- 


Construction work on 43 sets of noncommissioned officers! quarters and ti 
Noncommissioned officers bachelor tuilding has begun at Wheeler Field, T.H., 4 
the contract for the officers! quarters will be let shortly. 
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CAPTAIN BLESSLEY JOINS THE CATERPILLAR CLUB 
By the Selfridge Field Correspondent 


WO NCE agaiti "the silk that saves" demonstrated its value to members of Uncle 
i BiSam's fighting aerial forces when Captain R.C.W. Blessley, Army ‘fir Corns, 
beg at present Commanding Officer of the 27th Pursuit Squadron of the First 

~ Pursuit Groun at Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., was forced to "bail 
out" at the extremely low altitude of 300 feet, after maging an unsuccessful 
pattle to regain control of his airplane which had gone into an outside or in- 
verted spin at the height of 3,000 feet, 

Qn the afternoon of March 23rd, Captain Blessley was leading his Squadron 
in formation practice,preparing for the coming Air Corps Maneuvers on the East 
Coast, and was performing what is known as the 180 degree or Immelman turn. 
During this maneuver, the plane is pulled uoward and over on its back as in 
the start of a loop. Instead of completing the loop, however, the plane, 
when in the inverted position, is then rolled over right side up. The Captain 
got his ship over on its back "okay," but from then on things went "haywire," 
the plane going into an outside spin, which means that the pilot is on the 
outside of the turn, centrifugal force tending to throw him away from the 
plane and against his safety belt. 

Captain Blessley stuck to his ship, however, trying every possible posi- 
tion of his controls before finally deciding to jump at the extremely low alti- 
tude of 300 feet. 

When in an outside syin, all a j»ilot has to do to "jump" is to release 
his safety belt. Centrifugal force does the rest, sending him out from the 
ship like'a pellet from a small boy's sling shot. Counting three, Captain 
Blessley. then sulled his rin cord, causing the silk folds of his parachute to 





-billow out behind him and let him gently down on the roof of a barn, from 


which perch he promptly fell off, causing no more damage than a sligutly 


sprained ankle, however. Not more than 100 yards distant lay the once grace~ 


ful little single-seater Pursuit plane, now reduced to a “dunkman's Paradise." 

Such is the toll of »rogress, but we hope that the death agonies of the 
gallant little fighting plane will not have been in vain, and from them we hope 
to learn that which will prevent similar violent ends to anyits fellows. 


MORE CATERPILLARS so 


The official rerort covering the emergency parachute jump of 2nd Lieut. 
Charles D. Fator, Air Corps, who joined the Caterpillar Club on February 8th, 
shows that this young officer had the strongest reasons in the world for 
deserting his airplane in the quickest possible time, trusting to his "bit of 
silk" to save his life. 

Flying from March Field, Riverside,-Calif., Lieut. Fator, when about two 
miles south of Whitewater, Calif., suddenly became conscious of the fact that 
his plane was on fire. He states in his revort: 

"I noticed a flash, then an orange flame from below into the left of the 
main gas tank, The fire turned a blue and heat became terrific. I thought 
that the gas tank would explode and decided to jump, as the fire seemed to 
get beyond control." 

Lieut. Fator stood Ww) on his seat, stepped uy on the cowling and dove out 
on the right side. "My first sensation after I jumped," Lieut. Fator continued, 
"was a wind blast which blew me away from-the ship, and I seemed to pass below 
and avnay from the tail of the plane; I had a sensation of great accelleration, 
rapidiy feeling lighter. I then remembered to »oull the rin-cord, and looked 
for it and grasped the ring with a hard pull, drawing the cord completely out 
of its sheath. At first, nothing seemed to hax en, and then there was a tug 
at my harness, then a ripping sound as the tie-dowm threads broke. I felt a 
terrific jerk and then the chute opened. I wondered what kept the risers and 
shroud lines from snapping. I looked around to see where the plane was and 
the nature of the country below me." 

_ Seratches about the face and left angle from landing on jagged rocks of a 
mountain were the extent of the injuries sustained by Lieut. Fator as the re- 
Bult of his jump. ‘The plane crashed near the top of a mountain studded with 
jagged rocks. It struci: the mountain side head-on, and it is interesting to 
note that the plane was intact from the bay just in front of the front cockpit 


to the tail. | -140-. _-W~6138, A.C. 


















Second Lieut. Reginald. F.C. Vance, Air Corps, stationed at Langley Field, 
Va., is another Caterziller Club member who, according to the official re>ort 
he submitted, is anparently. convinced that brevity is:the.soul of wit. He useg 
less than a hundred words in telling his story of the jump.’ Time was in the 
early history of the Caternillar Club when an official. renort on an emergency 
patachute jump covered some three or four pages of letter-size paper, —y 
typed. 

. +s From Lieut. Vance's close tmitation of a witageesbin rerort, it is gather 
ed that, while flying an A~3 Attack plane over Smithfield, N.C., on February 
27, at about 2:45.n.m., the fuel connection broke; that thereafter for about 15 
minutes he continued flying through the use of the wobble pump, by which tine 
the engine.and:cocknit was full of gasoline vanor. Flames then started at: the 
exhaust stacks and imaediately enveloved the cockpit. 

"IT -had barely time to undo belt and throw myself. out," Lieut. pe stated, 
He rolled out on right side, at which time the plane was traveling at. the rate 
of 120 miles per hour. In answer to Question I - "Feelings. and reactions of 
the jumper: during and immediately after the jump," he used two well chosen . 
words, namely - "Tamense satisfaction." 

Lieut. Vance suffered some burns on his hands and face as. the result of 
his initiation into the Cater»illar Club. 

While brevity in narrating events may be desirable in many. r inetanbes,. it 
is believed this forn of exsression has no place in connection with revorts on 
emergency pazachute jumps, as required by Circular 15-53, Office of. the Chief 
of the Air Corps. Paragraph 3 of this Circular reads as follows: . 

"The revort will consist. of narrative statements, the purpose of which 
is to secure as mich data as possible on emergency jumps with the object of 
collecting the varied exreriences. of men who have-made emergency paracimte. 

jumps and disseminating them to personnel in the service for their information 
and guidance," 

Laconic statements giving some bare facts in connection with en emergency 
jump tend: to defeat the object of the report in question. We all learn from 

_ experience, and if a certain Caterpillar Club member has discovered an easy. 
method of taking forced leave froma disabled airnlane during a particular, : 
maneuver, there isno valid reason for keeying it a secret. 

There is a distinct aversion on the nart of everyone, it is. afe to say, 
to seeing the Caternillar Club increase in membership. Not longxan editorial 
appeared in a certain nevsnaper under the cantion - "Caterpillar Club Doomed." 

This editorial, after inviting attention: to imorovements effected in airplane 
and engine design and stressing on various measures taken in connection with 
aircraft construction to make flying safer, »ointed out, in effect, that the 
day may not be far off when airolanes will have arrived at such a-state of per- 
fection that parachutes will not be necessary. "Amen," say all of us, In this 
day and age, however, man's ingenuity has not yet contrived to make aircraft 
absolutely trouble-proof. The airnlane of today is a highly efficient vehicle 
of transportation, and over certain periods millions of miles have been flom 
without a single accident. 

But accidents do happen in flying as well as in other forms of transporta- 
tion, des»ite all efforts of man to prevent them. And even were various forms 
of transportation made absolutely. safe, there is. one element which, it seems, 
cannot be combatited successfully - and.that is the human element. : The time- 
worn expression "It is human to err," will always be with us. : 

And so when an air accident does occur and the occunant of the plane is 
forced to jump, there may at that crucial moment come. to his mind the experi- 
ence of some fellow flyer facing a like situation and which may be of consider- 
able aid in extricating him from his predicament. 

---000~-- 


was recently started on the paved aprons in front of. the edits and these, 
aprons are 10% completed: The roads and walks around the noncommissioned offi- 
cers' quarters “will be shortly completed. The contract for the plastering of 
ceilings in the new concrete hangars and annexes was awarded and work begun. 

A contract was recently awarded@ for heating and plumbing in the new hangars, 
but work has not yet commenced. All noncomaissioned officers! quarters are 


being painted inside by wurchase and hire, and this work is nearing comes 












The Post Hospital at March Field, Siaeniiie. Calif., is 95% completed. Work 
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MAIL TRANSFERRED FROM AIRPLANES TO AIRSHIPS 


PP" RANSFERRING of mail bags from airplanes to airships was proven to be a 
f practical proceeding in a series of tests conducted at Scott Field, 
Belleville, Ill1., on March 30th. All details connected with the test 
were duly recorded by one of the leading News Reel Comzanies, and will 
undoubtedly be shown to the public in the near future. 

In order that the tests might show conclusively that the transfer was not 
a stunt or especially prepared event, no practice of the contact between the 
airship and the airplane was allowed. Three attempts were made to get the mail 
gack aboard the blimp, and’ each was successful. a 

The only equipment used in the transfer was a rope about 100 feet long, 
with-a. hook and weight attached to the end. The mail sack was of regulation 
-gize with 40 nounds of material similar to meil matter. The airship TC-6-241 
and the regular 0-19 observation »vlanes of the 15th Squadron were the aircraft 
jin use. ~ wes ea, ak 

The biggest difficulty encountered was the flying of the airvlanes at a 
slow enough speed to equal that of the airship while the transfer of the mailbag 
was being made. This difficulty would not be so axnarent with never and faster 
dirigibles, as the pilots flying the >lanes stated that an increase of 10 miles 
per hour is the syeed of the blimp would have made the; contact considerably 
easier. This difficulty could have also been met by using .. smaller and slower 
flying airplanes. ; * 

Another »voint which was considered in running the test was to show how 
quickly a contact could be made with the airplane on the ground at the time the 
airship ayoeared. This was covered by sending a second air»lane into the air 
after the mailbag had been dropped from the airship and the mail bag again re- 
posed in the airshiy at an altitude of 1600 feet after an interval of seven 
minutes from the time the bag dropped.on the field. 

Cantain Wolcott P. Hayes, commanding the 15th Squadron, was in charge of 
the test and pilot of the first contact lane. He had end Lieut. John G.Fowler 
handle the mail bag. The airship was »iloted. by Warrant Officer Robert E. 
lassiter and Master Sergeant Jose»sh H. Bishon, while Cantain Douglas Johnston 
handled the gray ling rope... Cantain Hayes stalled his plane up under the 
gondola of the airshiy, and Lieut. Fowler soon had the hook attached to the mail 
bag. Five minutes later, the airshi» dropped the bag near the Operations Offi-~ 
cer, and then Lieut. Herman F. Woolard, with end Lieut. James H. Gray, Air 
Reserve, as passenger, took off again with the mail bag. Just 12 mimites after 
the first contact, the second contact was completed. A third contact was made a 
little later, with Lieut. Fowler as pilot and Lieut. Gray as passenger. On this 
flight, several news reel and newsvanrer hotogranhers commleted their victure 
story of the test. Pr 





~~--000--— 
PARTICIPATION OF ADVANCED. FLYING SCHOOL IN MANEUVERS 


The Advanced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, will furnish one »rovision- 
al Pursuit Group and one provisional Observation Group, also »rovisional Bombard- 
ment and Attack Squadrons for the Air Cor»s Maneuvers in May. This will be the 
first class from Kelly Field to participate in an Air Corvus Maneuver with the 
Air Corps Tactical units away from San Antonio. 

. The Pursuit Grou» will consist of three Squadrons and a headquarters, total- 
ing 57 Pursuit »lanes. There will be 36 student nilots in this Group. ‘he pro-~ 
visional Observation Grouy will also consist of three squadrons and 30 biplace 
planes. The entire Observation Section of 23 students undergoing pilot training 
will be included as the »vilot »ersonnel of this Group. ‘The Observation Section 
Will,in addition, furnish Post Field with a flight of 6 0-19C's which will be 
attached to the 88th Squadron from that field. The Bombardment Section will fur- 
nish one provisional Bombardment Squadron .of nine 0-38's, six of which will be 
piloted by students. This Squadron will be a vart of. the 9th Group. The Attack 
Section will have one provisional Squadron of 12 airnlanes, eight of which will 
be piloted by students. ‘This Squadron will go to Fort Crockett the day before 
the departure of the 3rd Attack Grou» for the East and will become a art of 
that organization for the period of the Maneuvers. 

_.. Approximately 75% of the >~ilot »ersonnel of these vrovisional organizations 
will come from the class now in training. According to the present tentative ar- 
Tangements, about 25 members of the Class will remain at Kelly Field and continue 
training during the period of the Maneuvers. 
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SHOOTING “THROUGH : THE: PROPELLER 


‘UNS which shoot through the propeller are aiods weacons vhich are fimly 
mounted on the airslane, just forward of. the -yilot, and which shoot in 
“the same direction that the airplane flies.. Were these. acrial machine 
guns to shoot a continuous stream, the bullets would hit the propeller, 
as the blades pass through the line of fire. However, through an ingenious de. 
vice whith is geared to the engine, called the gun gear or interru> ter gear, 
these guns are prevented from firing whenever. a propeller blade comes about in 
the line of fire, even though the trigger (which is on the end of the “rilot's 
control stick) is being pressed by the’ vilot. A better way to vhrase it would 
be to say that, instead of the gun "shooting through the propeller, ": there is a 
device which prevents the gun from firing when the propeller gets in the way, - 
Were this device to malfunction and a half dozen or so bullets..go. through 
one propeller blade tip, this tin would tear off. ‘he propeller, so “van edb 
and whirling around at about 1700 revolutions per mimte, would vibrate the en- 
gine off its bed before the pilot coyld pull back the throttle and idle the 
engine dom. ‘This has actually hanpened. On one occasion, while testing a syn. 
chronized ‘gun at the gub butts, the rod which holds the gun at.a fixed distance 
from the engine, buckled, and this allowed the gun to.fire a bit prematurely. 
Several bullets went through the propeller blades and both tips tore off, one. 
of the laster being hurled over 100 yards and ending up by sliding across the 
floor of ia: woodworking shop, the door of which had been left open. — 
-~~000--- : 










IMPROVEMENTS AT THE INDIANA NATIONAL GUARD ATRDROME 


The Indiana National Guard was successful in securing State aid during the 
last General Assembly. The sum of $45,000.00 was appropriated for the construc- 
tion or »urchase of an administration building or hangar, and a heating »lant to 
heat the other buildings, and for. the surrose of such renairs or remodeling as 
may be necessary to the airdrome. 


The sum of $12,500. was appropriated annually for the maintenance and overa- f 


tion of the field, including the emloyment of the necessary military personne} w 
active duty status, or civilian caretakers, and the »urchase of. such sunplies as 
may be necessary to the »roner maintenance and operation. of the field. 

~=——000—-— 


LIGHTER-THAN-ATR ACTIVITIES AT LANGLEY FIELD, V4. 
Iwo missions with the Air Corss Tactical School, involving the intercention 


of aircraft in flight, were flom on two sevarate days recently by the 19th Air 
ship Company. In these vroblems the airship represented an enemy fleet aporoach- 





ing Petersburg, Va. from the northeast, while the mission of the Air Corps Tac- 
tical School in three different flights was to leave Langley Field at such time 


as to intercept the "fleet" before it arrived over Petersburg. Five interception f 


problems were scheduled. Due to high winds, however, it was possible to complete 
only two. 


An experiment was recently made at Langley Field in connection with the Sub > 


Cloud Observation Car, which carried an observer. Representatives of a number of 


the News Reel Companies were present at the time and obtained pictures of the cat\> 


its installation and method of operating while in flight. Lieut. W.J. Paul, the 
observer on the flight, discussed briefly for the "Talkies" the many advantages 
of the car, 
_777000-~— 
An interesting incident emexolifies the close cooperation existing between 
the Air Corps and other departments of the Service. Lieut. Mudge, of Fort Bliss, 


Texas, received word that his father was dying in Florida. Lieut. Boyd, of Brooks : 


Field, returning from Santa Monica, Calif., with a brand new BI-2B airolane, pick 
ed up Lieut. Mudge at El Paso and took him to San Antonio. From there, ‘Lieut. 
Carter, of Fort Crockett, who had flowm up expressly for the yurzose, met’ Lieut. 
Mudge to fly him the remainder of the lon: distance. Tims Lieut. Mudge was cable 
to complete the trip in about half the time it could have been accomplished by 
other means of transportation. palit. ‘eks 4 
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COMMUNICATIONS IN i FIGHTING 
By the Selfridge Field Corres»ondent 








For the first time in years, the First Pursuit Group. of the U.S. Army Air 
Corps finds itself eouivy.ed with its allotted number of airolanes, which means 
that the Group when in the air consists of a Headquarters anual and four. 
Squadrons, with a total of 75 single-seater airplanes. 

low, the primary mission of a pursuit grow) during war is: ‘the destruction 
of enemy aircraft, or the protection of our owm Bombardment and Attack avia- 
tion by means of warding off attacks of hostile aviation. ‘In order to accom 
plish this mission, the commander must have control over his forces at all 
times while in the air. It has been demonstrated conclusively that a leader 
nay handle a six-;lane formation in the air by means of visual signals (rocking 
wings, hand signals, etc.), but,when the size of. the formation is increased, 
signals are missed and confusion results.. Therefore, it can readily be seen’ 
that ,when the First Pursuit Groun takes the air with a total of 75 airolanes 
in formation, some means of sure conmunication must be devised by a group com- 
mander and his, various subordinate leaders, for this aerial armada becomes an 
unwieldy mass instead of an effective fighting force. Hence the develovment of 
radio. 

A radio installation which meets the rem airements of the Pursuit air»lane 
has to be as light and comoact as nossible, using voice as a means of transmis- 
sion, be "fool »roof" and easy to overate, and able to withstand the violent 
maneuvers to which these sinall, sneedy airrlanes are sudjected in the course 
of ordinary routine flying. Tests on various installations are being made, and 
sets are being develoved ranidly. It is believed that before the coming Air 
Corps Maneuvers in May, the Commanding Officer of the First Pursuit Group will 
be ‘able to control the various subdivisions of his force by means of verbal 
orders transmitted over the ether waves. 

The foregoing paragrayvhs may help to bring to the mind of the layman that 
the mere ability to fly an air»lane is just one of the many qualifications re- 
quired of the military »ilot. Here are a few of the others selected at random - 
mechanical engineer, radio operator, ‘exvert aerial gunner, after dinner s peaker, 
administrative ability, »nhotogravher, lawyer, kmowledge of how to make out an 
income tax return, and one thing almost left out - writing articles such as this. 

Radio communication. is constantly »roving its worth in devious ways as time 
goes on, a striking demonstration of speedy action »ossible through this com- 
paratively recent »roduct of man's ingemity being furnished in the case of the 
forced landing of an Air Corps pilot flying near Selfridge Field, Mich. 

According to the Selfridge Field Corres»ondent, Friday, the 13th, >nossessed 
no terrors for the Pursuiters, who consider d it as just another day and took 
off on a formation flight. But the prize "Jinx" was not to be swept aside so 
easily and took a notion to make the acquaintance of one, Lieut. Bryant L. 
Boatner , who was one of the members of the formation. ‘The Lieutenant had occa~ 
Sion to shift from one gas tank to another and found that his engine suddenly 
became temperamental, did not take kindly to this arrangement and refused to 
"perk, " Accordingly, he set his little plane down in a small field, about ten 
Miles from his home station, walked to the nearest telephone and poured out his 
tale of woe to the Operations Officer, At that particular time, Lieut. Joseph 
I. Morris, referred to by the News Letter Correspondent as "Our demon radio and 
-144— V-6138, A.C. 








Communications Officer," was carrying on a conversation from there with Major 
G. E. Brower ona Lieut. J.S. Griffith, who were un in the air in se varate planes, F 
He told them of “ieut. Boatner's »redicament and they immediately proceeded to 
the scene of the trouble, arriving there before the latter returned to his 
plane. "This is what we call 'sneedy service' at Selfridge Field," says the 
Correspondent. 





Cantain Hugh M. Elmendorf, a former member of the First Pursuit Group ani 
at present on duty in the Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, 
D.C., was a recent visitor at Selfridge Field. During his stay at the field, 
he flew with the Group during several radio missions. and expressed himself as 
highly pleased with the development of radio communication in Pursuit work, 

For exactly one-half hour, from 1:00 to 1:30 p.m., on March 30th, the 
Radio Station of Trenton, N.J. (WOAX) was turned over to Mitchel Field. The 
program consisted of a deseviztion of the Air Corps maneuvers to be held this 
Spring, and it was broadcasted from an airplane flying above the city. The 
broadcast of the plane was. picked uy by Station WOAX and -re-broadcasted over 
their wave length. This was followed by an actual observation mission being 
carried out with two-way communication between the plane and the ground sta- 
tion. The whole »rogram was sent out by WOAX to the listening public. 

Lieut. A.S. Fell was flying the airplane and doing all the talking from 
the air, while Tech. Sgt. Williams took care of the radio in the rear cockpit, 
Lieut. Murtha handled the broadcast at the ground station. That the »rogram 
was adpreciated was evidenced by the favorable remarks made by the many visi- 
tors that flocked to the Airport to look over the ship and its a 

The 57th Service Squadron, Selfridge Field, Mich., _ nepieund: ates two 
Transvorts, C-4 and 0-9, with tro-way radio. SCR-134 sets, including. the new 
BO-GN-152 have been included. The Ford C-4A is also equipved with a BC-167 
receiver. Two Fokcer planes, Y1C-14, have also been equipped with two-way 
radio equipment and are used as radio control planes for the First Pursuit... 
Group. The lst Pursuit Group is now equipped with six BC-167 receivers, which 
are distributed among three squadrons for interzlane communication. Twelve ad- 
ditional receivers are awaiting installation. 

To date there have been ten flights with radio in group formation, and 
from reports the Growp Commander is avle to make the Group perform at his willi 

The radio beacon at Langley Field is being used extensively in the end 
Bombardment Groun in tactical training, which consists of fixing the beacon in 
some set direction and then have a Bomber fly for 100 miles out along the beacon 
and then fly back to the beacon. ‘The obdject is to acquaint all the »ilots with 
the sound when on the course and when off it. ‘The radio beacon is invaluable 
for night cross-country flights and for long flights over water. 

Maxwell Field, Ala. , was honored Sunday, March 15th, by the arrival of Brig.Gen. 
Henry C. Pratt, Assistant to the Chief of the Air Corns. Flying in the latest 
model Ford tri-motor, the General had as his pilots Mejor A.H. Gilkeson and Lt. 
Albert F. Hegenberger. Coming in from Miami, Fla., enroute to Dayton, Ohio, the 
purpose of the trip was to test the use of radio in night flying. Captain Tom 
C. Rives, Signal Cor.s, was in charge of the Radio overation. Due to adverse 
weather conditions, the »varty was unable to take off Sunday night, being held 
over until early Monday morning. 
































Lieut. R.O.S. Akre, Communications Officer, 2nd Bombardment Group, recently 
performed a successful night navigation mission to Mitchel Field in collabora- 
tion with Captain Henry Pascale. This mission was slightly marred by the fact 
that a low layer. of clouds forced Lieut. Akce to fly blind for three hours, In 
desreration, Lieut. Are sent out a short wave call, and Cantain Pascale took 
shots at the stars. Excellent navigation showed their location to be 500 feet 
high over Langley Field. The result was that the »ost was avakened from slumber 
at-11:00 ».m.,. by their gliding dorm.to a sefe landing. © 













A flight of the 49th Bombardment Squadron, consisting of three Bombardment 
planes, performed.an interesting night navigation mission from Bolling Field to 
Langley Field, Va., recently. ‘The feature of the flight was the use of radio 
-145- V—6138, A.C. 
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commnication with the objective and with the other airnlanes in the formation. 
The flight took off from Bolling Field, D.C., at seven o'clock »m., and 

‘contact. was immediately established with the Radio Beacon at Iangley Field, 

commmnication being maintained with. the 2nd Bombardment Group Radio Station 


- throughout the mission. Upon arrival in the vicinity of Langley Field, the 


Plight, Leader advised the Squadron Operations Officer that he was about to land, 
ang other airnlanes that. were engaged in night missions at the airdrome were 
advised of the approaching flight. Lieuts. Power, Akre and Smith nerformed the 


mission. . 
~--000——— 


AN AERIAL REVIEW FOR THE PRESIDENT 


President Herbert Hoover, accompanied by the Secretary of War, the Hon. 
Patrick J. Hurley, and the Secretary of the Interior, the Hon. Ray Lyman Wilbur, 
and some thirty other guests, including members of the press, arrived at Old 
Point, Va., at 5:55 a.m., March 19th, on his way to Porto Rica and the Virgin 
Islands for his first vacation in over a year. The President's stay on the 
Peninsula was very brief, however, and within an hour after his arrival was 
aboard the Battleship ARIZONA in Hampton Roads. 

Langley Fiela fanahaen ‘an escort of twenty-one Bombers for the occasion, 
while the TC-10, barely visible in the early morning fog, carried news reel 
photographers and obtained a complete sound icture story of the event. 

ereeaner 


‘LEGISLATORS: VISIT AIR CORPS ACTIVITIES 


Congressmen Frank Clague and Paul J. Kvale, of Minnesota, on a tour by air. 


_.,.iman Air Corns Lockheed plane, piloted by Lieut. L.S. Stranathan, of Bolling 
: Field, D.C., viewing construction progress at various Army posts,also inspect-_ 


ing drouth-stricken areas in other sections of. the country, were visitors at 


-yarious Army activities in San Antonio, March 13th to 17th. ‘Their visit to San 
Antonio was unofficial, according to Congressman Clague, who is.a member of the - 


House Sub>Committee on Army Housing Appropriations. This was their first visit 
to this section, and they exoressed agreeable surorise at its growth and devel- | 
opment. Congressmen Clague. and Kvale were house guests of Brigadier-General 
Charles H. Danforth, Commanding General of the Air Corns Training Center, on 
Saturday afternoon, Sunday and -Monday,.. March 14th to 16th, and on Sunday night 
were guests of the Duncan Field Officers! Club at dinner. 
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22ND OBSERVATION SQUADRON PARTICIPATES IN CORPS AREA MANEUVERS 


The 22nd iiaemneione ‘iain: shithanends at Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Ala., 
moved to Fort Benning, Columbus, Ga., on April 2nd to »articipate in a 30-day 


a. maneuver of all troops in the 4th Corns Area, The detachment from the 22nd, 


en, 


it. 
he 










consisting of 60 enlisted men, 18 officers, 12 Observation airvlanes and one 
_ Transport, plane, stationed at the Fort Benning Landing Field, will operate en- 


tirely from the one »voint, ‘The ersonnel are camped in tents on the airdrome.. 
Captain Donald P. Muse, Air Corss, is in command. Additional air force taking: 


{part will be a squadron each of Pursuit, Attack and Bombardment. The Bombard- 
_:ment Squadron, coming from Langley Field, Va., will be stationed at and cponnie 
idan Maxwell -Field during the entire period. 


—, ; 
CONTRACTORS GATHER AT WRIGHT FIELD 


Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, was the gathering place of aporoximately 75 
contractors on February 28th, all interested in the onening of bids for the 
erection of 56 hangars, machine shops and warehouses at 13 different Air Corps 
stations, namely, Albrook.Field, France Field, Wheeler Field, Mitchel Field, 
Langley Field, Selfridge Field, Maxwell Field, Barksdale Field, Bowman Field, 
Fort Leavenworth, Fort Riley and Post Field. Major Frank M. Kennedy, Chief of. 


_ the Buildings and Grounds Division, Office of the Chief of the Air Corps, came. 


on to preside at the opening of bids, returning to Washington on March 2nd. It 
ee he old times to have Major Kennedy about; for Wright Field is his old 
Station, 


~146~ V-6138, A.C. 








WAR DEPARTMENT ORDERS AFFECTING ATR CORPS OFFICERS 








Changes of Station: To Hawaiian fest - lst Lieut. Leonard H. Rodieg f 
Brooks Field; end Lt. Fay 0. Dice, Air Corps Technical School, Chanute Field; 3) 
Lt. Donald W. Titus, Maxwell Field. : 

To Panama Canal Zone: Captain Charles E. Branshaw, San Antonio Air Deo}; 

Captain Roderick N. Ott, Selfridge Field, Mich.; lst Lieut. Herbert K. Baisley, 

upon completion duty as student Engineering School, Wright Field; 1st Lieut, 
Elmer T. Rundquist, upon completion course of instruction at Advanced Flying 
School, Kelly Field, apa ears 

fo March Field, Calif.: Cant. Charles Douglas, u on completion of duty in 
Philippines; Cant. Gilbert T. Collar, wnon completion course of eet. 
Air Corps Tactical School, Langley Field, Va. 

To Materiel Division, Wright Field, 0: Major Hugh J. Knerr, won -comletig, 
course of instruction at Army War College; Major Robert E.M. Goolrick, Marshall 
Field, Kans. 

To Air Corps Trainins Center, Duncan Field, Texas: lst Lieut. Hoyt Ss. 
Vandenberg, Panama; Cantain James A. Healy, Panama. 

To Office Chief of Air Coros, Washington, D.C.: Lieut.-Col. Jacob E. Ficke), 
Majoes James E. Chaney and Walter H. Frank, unon completion course of instructinf 
at Army War College; 1st Lieut. Wm. M. Lanagan, Chanute Field, Ill. 

To Langley Field, Va.: lst Lieut. Thomas L. Gilbert, Panama. 

To Philinoines: 2nd Lieut. Alvord Van P. Anderson, Jr., Mitchel Field. 

To Maxwell Field, Ala.: lst Lieut. Dayton D. Watson, Instructor, Ind. N.6, 

To Mitchel Field, N.Y.: lst Lieut. Herlan T. McCormick, A.C. Revresentative 
at plant of Curtiss Aeronlane and Motor Co., Garden City, L. c.. New York, 

To Army War Collee, Washington, for 1931-32 course: Majors Follett Bradley 
and Shepler W. FitzGerald, Air Cor>s Tactical School, Langley Field, werd. E. 5 
Lyon, Panama Canal Devartment. 

Transferred to the Air Corss: March 14, 1931, with rank from June 13, 1929. 
end Lieuts. Charles. Sonmers, Signal Corps; Samuel V. Stevhenson,. C.A.C.; Thomas 
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Relieved from detail to Air Corvs; 2nd Lieuts. Clifton D. Blackford. to leth 
Inf., Fort Howard, Md.; Allan D;: MacLean ‘to llth Inf., Ft. Benj. Harrison, Ind, 

Reserve Officers. detailed to: extended active duty: To Crissy Field, Calif,; 
end Lieuts. Harlow B. Grow, Sandy, Utah (July 2-Dec. 31,1931); Byron Q. Van Cott, 
Salt Lake City, Utah. (June 25-Dec.. 23,1931); To Mitchel Field, N.Y. - George 0, 
Bond, Hyannis, Mass.. (May 16 = Nov. 14, 1931); To Rockwell Field, Calif.: Russell 
W. Munson, Lander, Wyo. (June 25-Dec. 23, 1931); To Fort Bening, Ga., for duty 
with A.C. Troops - Charles H. Leitner, Jr. Bookman, S.C. (June 25 - Dec.23,1931), 

Promotion: To Captain - lst Lieut. Samuel C. Eaton, Jr., rank April 1, 1931, 

---000--= 





J. DuBose, Infantry; with rank from June 9, 1928 - Walter E.. Todd, Field Art. 








17TH PURSUITERS BOW TO EDDIE STINSON 


The 17th Pursuit Squadron of Selfridge Field, Mich. , was called upon to 
assist in the celebration incident to the opening of the Century Air Lines, a 
commercial project headed by Eddie Stinson, Detroit's premier airman. 

Six P-120's under the leadership of Cantain Ross G. Hoyt, "turned one on" 
over the Detroit Municipal Airvort, almost: succeeding in duplicating the roar 
of the D-l2 with their Wasps. The various conventional demonstration maneuvers 
were >erformed, winding up in a breath-taking "Rat Race," which in turn culmin- 
ated in the "Stadium Special." (See glossary of Selfridge Field jargon for de- 
tailed description of these maneuvers). The remaining five pilots, which incluée 
two of the three Selfridge Gamecocks, were Lieuts. Burns, VanAuken, W.M. Morgan, 





Sterling ana Ryan. 
-~--000--— 


WAR VETERANS RECEIVE D. S. C. AT MAXWELL FIELD 


The Distinguished Service Cross was presented on Saturday morning, March 
2lst, to mono John -R. Dale and Sam McDonald, of Childersburg, Ala., and 
Thomaston ., respectively. Col. Wm. P. Screws, formerly Commanding Officer 
of the IFES Ala bams. in = Al regiment these soldiers Fousht during Fhe World 
War, pinned the medals on their breasts. Poor flying weather prevented the 
attendance of General Frank R, McCoy, who was scheduled to take an active part 
in the ceremony. -Hon. B.M. Miller, Governor of Alabama, was present. An aerial 
review was flown in honor of this Occasion. 
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THERS OUGET TO BE A LAW 


Brigadier-General Benjamin D. Foulois, Assistant Chief of the Air Coros, 
recently received = following communication #rom- an 1 Air: Corps . Fan asta tcaal 
in Brooklyn, N.Y. 

- "We note Seth: a certain. ‘amount 6f amusement bit with no particular ariti= 
civation the idiotic olan of flying 600 airolanes over New York on May 21st 
in some kind of a -aublicity hemmamiene’s ia Your name is mentioned in today's 
anens in connection with it. 

We do not suo»r0se that it: ever occurs ‘to the naive: ae childlike minds 
who. alan these affairs that while’-it' ‘may be nice, ‘entertaining, ins :iring and 
impressive spectacle for street corner loafers to -gogcle at - it will be con-. 
sidered nothing less than a nuisance “by about three million ‘business men, and 
nothing short of a damned. outrage by about two million: othérs. Did you ever | 
try to make a teleshone call with'six or eight of. the: things | outside the 
window? We plan to be out of town on those days but we hope you will have a. 
very nice party over New York in your noble scientific: experiment. It is one. 
of the surest methods of getting laws pass sed regarding mufflers too, so have. 
a fine time and if you want. to istage an even more »yowular party drop ianeaedl 
pills and soring flowers and ticker tape over the city. 

Awfully sorry not to be with you on the 2lst. id May, ' but I'm sure that 
cilia will enjoy it imnemsely, 

sours ‘fon. PS 


Circenses but no panem - isn't that it? Well, thanks for the warning,anyway. 
The only comment that suggests itself in connection with the above communica- 
tion is that the writer thereof is one of.those typesof individuals who would 
set up the wildest clamor for protection and advocate calling out the entire 
Army, Navy, Air Force, etc., in case a foreign’tug boat is reoorted in the 
offing. 

| =--000--— 


NEW OBSERVER'S BOARD DEVISED BY MITCHEL FIELD PILOTS 


According ‘a the Mitchel Field Correspondent, two of the worthy young’ 
officers of that field, Lieuts. R.C. Wilson and Lindsey Bawsel, recently put 
their noble heads together, aid the resulting brainstorm is something that 
will make any and all observers sit up and take notice. It is called the 
Nlilson-Eawsel Observer's Board.! Except in thickness, it is the same size 
as the present Observer's Board. The board is 24-inches thick, with »encil 
intdare. readily visible may, movable paver, a niece for “a ‘watch, special 
size paper for notes to the pilot, and is attached. to ‘the Side of: the ship 
in the rear cockoit by a hinge. It folds conveniently out’ of the.way when 
hot inuse. "If it works out as well as they hope," comménds the ;Corresnon- 
dent, "they will receive many blessings in years to come ‘from hard-pressed 
Observers, They deserve commendation for their attempt to , the: work 
of the man in the rear cocknit." 

---000--~ 


ATRPORTS IN THE PHILIPPINES 


Major Henry W. Harms, accompanied by Major William B. Duty and Captains 
Ferson and Nelson, recently returned from a flight to Tacloban, Province of 
leyte, where they were engaged in insvecting and developing of Military air-- 
ways and airports. The officers redorted an enjoyable trip, and .they were 
strongly imoressed by the courtesy and cooperation with which their visit 
vas receivzd by the local authorities. lLater,.Major Harms, accompanied by 
Captain Wisliam’ 0. Butler, in addition to the other eee made a flight | 
to Avarri, Province. of Cagayan, in connection with the same duty, and report- 
ed the flight highly successful. Major Harms reported that within a, few 
short weeks these cities will have constructed airvsorts capable of acconmodat- 
ing any type of aircraft. 

---000--- ; 

Dodd Field, Texas; France Field, Panama; Crissy Field, Calif: , and .. 
Chanute Field, Ill., have been: conenheuane through their absence in the . 
colums of the News Letter for some time. We should like to become acquaint- 
ed again with the Publicity Officers representing these fields. 
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NOTES FROM AIR CORPS FIELDS 


Selfridge Field, Mt. Clemens, Mich., Merch 30th, 





On March 24th, Major Brett, Corimanding Officer of Selfridge Field, arrive 
at the home station leading a flight of three new P-l2C's, which were taken 
‘over from the Boeing Airslane Comoany. at Seattle, Wash. Major Brett renorted 
a very interesting trip down the Pacific Coast and across the »lains of Texas - 
the airplanes functioning beautifully enroute. 

94th Pursuit Squadron;. The new P-12D airplanes, the latest series develop. 
ed by Boeing, are being delivered to the Squadron, They are essentially the © 
same as the receding series, with the e:ce»xtion of minor refinements and the 
installation of a high compression "Was>" motor. 

A new single-motored Fokker, the Y1C~14, was received by the 94th. As 
soon as the pilots get over. the shock that accompanies a glance at the air 
wheels and accept the crew chief's ex»lanation that they are sun 0sed to look 
that way, everything will be satisfactory. 

Graduelly, as the new P<12D's come in, the 94th is sending P-1l's dow to 
Kelly. Ten have been sent dom so far, ferried by pilots on their way out to 
Seattle. lieuts. H.A. Johnson and N.B. Harbold ferried the first two to the 
School, ne on to Seattle by rail. 

Lieuts. E.H. Underhill and €.F. Feldmann returned _ that famous “Arny 
pleasure peaoxt, known more familiarly as Walter Reed General Hos»ital. Lieut, 
Underhill was in for a major overhaul and will, with a very slight amount of 
persuation, disnlay the blue ribbon presented to him by the authorities of that 
institution. The blue ribbon, you understand, is the revard given to all ver- 
fect shysical specimens. This was a return trip for Linut. Feldmann, who went 
up for a plastic surgery operation. His features were slightly disarranged in 
the »rocess of going through the instrument board and windshield of a ¥12,and 
more harmonious features were substituted for those the accident left hin. 

S6th Pursuit Squadron: On February 26th, the 35th Pursuit Squadron made a 
night cross-country flight from Cleveland, Ohio, to Selfridge Field. Leaving 

Selfridge at five o'clock, the Squadron landed at Cleveland at sundowm. After 
dinner at the airvort, the Squadron took off for home, arriving at Selfridge 
Field at nine o'clock. Ten P=6 airplanes and the Fokker Trans»ort made the 
flight... ; 

17th Pursuit Squadron: Officers of the Squadron who have been on cross- 
country to Reserve and National Guard Fields during the »ast few months have 
all spoken about the efficient service received at the various stations, espe- 
cially the Reserve Fields at Philadelvhia and Pittsburgh, Pa. All officers 
have commented.on the excellent service and versonal attention received from 

















Lieut. Cummings, of the National Guard Field at Cleveland, Ohio. 

During the month, Cantain Ross G. Hoyt and Lieut. F.J. Coleman have had 
cross-countries to Washington; Lieuts. H.H. Van Auken, E.K. Warburton and R.¥. 
Burns to Cleveland; Lieut. J.M. Sterling to Buffalo; Lieuts. W.M. Morgan and 
R.H. Heiman to Scott Field, Til. 

Four holes have been dug in the Squadron law »reparatory to planting 
trees. Lieut. Moor is in charge of the project and is obtaining the trees from 
a farmer in the near vicinity. To date, two trees were »lanted and they will 
be followed by others very shortly. 

Cantain Hoyt was held over in Washington from Sunday, the 15th, to Wednes- 
say, the 18th, on account of bad weather. On his way back he was forced to 
land at Grosse Airport because of low ceiling and he made the remainder of the 
trip via bus. 

ev7th Pursuit Squadron: One officer and three enlisted men from the 27th 
Pursuit Squadron were onthe basketball. and boxing squads of Selfridge Field 
which made the trip to Chicago for the tournaments held there the week of March 
esrd. Lieut. Humhreys acted as assistant basketball coach; Private Beau was 
with the basketball team, while Privates Cooner and LaTour were listed on the 
voxing events. ‘ 

Lieut. Wright returned March 25th from Seattle, where he accompanied Major 
Brett and Cantain Strahm for the -yar0se of receiving three new P-l2D's from 
the Boeing plant. Lieut. Ramey, accommenying Caxtain Hoyt and Lieut. Wilson, 
left the field March 22nd to make the same trip. 





ov7th Service Squadron: The Sqadron recently comoleted the installation of 





baggage compartments under turtle’ backs of P-12C airvlanes. A section of the 
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turtle back .was cut away and hinged at top. This door gives access to space of 
considerable size, esvecially in length. ‘This extra baggage commartment will 
undoubtedly prove its worth in the maneuvers. 

17th Pursuit Squedron: Cantain Hoyt devarted for Seattle March 2lst:, making 
three officers now away from the Squadron for the pursose of ferrying new P~le's, 
Lieuts. Reed and Slaght left several days ago on the same mission. 

Lieuts. C.F. Theisen aud E.K. Warburton took off at 63 50 am., March 2lst, 
arriving at Brooks Field, San Antonio, at 5:45 p.m. the same day. They made 
stops for fuel and sustenance at Scott Field, Muskogee and Dallas. Lieut. 

Theisen pulled a "fast one" and took unto himself a wife before leaving for 
Selfridge two days later. Mrs. Theisen arrived at Selfridge March <7th, where 
all were glad to welcome her to the field. 

Cross-country missions were perforued March 2lst by Lieut. Sterling to 
Bigewood Arsenal, Maryland, and. Lieut. Merrill to Bolling Field. 

Lieut. Bob Moor, landscape gardener and tree surgeon extraordinaire, suf- 
fered a painful injury to his.eye while investigating the flora of the nearby 
countryside. <A twig struck his eyeball, requiring tin to wear a Headline Hunter 
patch for several days. 





tangley Field, Va., March 16th. 

The Second Bombardment Group has started Aerial Gunnery on tow targets. 

This year the firing is being done from the rear of a Bomber. This practice is 
a big help, especially to Armament Officers, because spare guns, ammunition and 
two gunners can be carried along-on each mission. A Keystone Amphibian is being 
used for towing the target, and this offers quite an advantage since all tow 
target work is done over the water. 

20th Bombardment Squadron: Welcome is extendedLieut. Hollidge, who was 
transferred from the 59th Service Squadron for a rest cure. The cOth is a poor 
rest camp, however, and Lieut. Hollidge ut in over ‘six hours on his first. day. 
This outfit offers no rest for the weary. | 

Lieut. Gaffney, who took off to ferry an LB-6 plane back to Kelly Field, 
Texas, was forced to land at Augusta, Ga. He suffered no injury, but was de- 
layed a few days waiting for narts for. the airplane from this station. 

96th. Bombardment Squadron: A flight of four airvlanes, led by Lieut. 
Gilles»ie,. took off on Feb. 26th, carrying the Fort Monroe Basketball team as 
passengers. A strong head wings was encountered, during which time most of the 
members of the team were sick. After a flight of an hour and 55 minutes, all 
arrived at Bolling Field. ‘The return flight was made at night, starting at six 

o'clock. ‘The flight was supposed to follow a radio beacon course home, but 
had little success in picking it up. ‘the night was exceptionally clear ‘and a 
bright moon made flying easy. With the same wind to help them this time, a 
quick trip was made, and the flight landed in forma tion at 7:05 >.m. 

Lieut. Clifton T. Wright made a trin to Augusta, Ga., on March 4th. Every- 
thing went fine until he reached Jackson, where he ran into snow and was compell- 
ed to make-a landing. The rest of the trip was uneventful, and he arrived home 
on the 6th, having exhausted his flying allowance for the month. 

Sergeants King and Kurtz, Corporal Brown and Privates Sale, McKenna and 
Parker, all old-timers in the outfit, left for the new Group now being organized 
at March’ Field. ; 

‘Iieut. William T. Colman received jodaien for Crissy Field. He will be Aide 
to General Parsons. Who will fly our airplanes on ‘cross-country now? 

' S$pealking..of. Golf, everything is in shape for a big season, and we are going 
to reserve one or two mornings 4 weele for the peas of the post. Tournaments 











= Peacans the season, 


FIFTY-NINTH SERVICE SQUADRON SMOKER 
a vie evening of March 12th, the 59th Service Squadron staged its second 
Annual Smoker and, like the first one, it was a huge success. ‘The affair was 
held at the Post Gym, which was filled to cavacity with the Squadron personnel 
and their guests. The 59th inaugurated: smokers at the field sometime ago, and 
on that occasion evoked praise and aciiration from the post as a whole. For the 
second venture, the Squadron determined to do even better than it did on the 
first occasion, with the result that the las t Smoker was one of the best held 
at Langley Field in a long time. > 
During the course of this affair, Lieut. Day, Post Recreation Officer, con- 
gratulated the 59th on the achievemexits of its Basketball team, which won the 
Post. Championship after a gruelling inter-squadron series. He next bestowed 
Praise .on the Bowling team. Early in the Inter-Squadron Bowling League season, 
this team. ‘took the lead ard was never headed, thus adding another championship 
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trophy to the Squadron's growing ‘list. 


The first bout on the »rogram, a three-round affair, . was nackoens Swauger we 
and Sherry, both 170 lbs. It ended‘in a draw. In the second bout, which was 01 
for the Langley Field Mosquito-weight Championship, "Tadvole" Hutchins and t 


‘“Bricktop" Nestor, both 10 years of age and both weighing.70 pounds, gave a | 
three~round exhibition which would have shamed many adult fighters of today, | ti 
These kids were really clever, and their act went over big with. the crowd, -For 











dirlomatic reasons, this was called a draw; which was well and »rover. The Ww. 
next day "Brickton" was seen riding "Tadoole" on the handle-bare of his bicyoy | 4 
to the Squadron office to collect their wrizes. ‘The third bout was a fast thre, p 
round affair between Vargo and Fisher. ‘These lads weighed in at 145 pounds, ay f 

put up» a nice fight, pleasing the fans. Honors were again even. The fourth a 
bout was a grudge fight between Miller and Justice. The latter at 118. pounds S 
managed to kee» off Miller, 145 pounds, with his long reach, but both boys were G 
well used up at the end of five rounds, when the bout was halted. . Honors again t 
were just about even. 

At this time the bouts were held wo for an entertainment of a different 0 
kind. The Agony Trio, consisting of Brown, steel guitar; Sincero, mandolin; t 
and Cummings, banjo, »roceeded to transfer their listeners to far off Hawaii, f 
via the musical route, and their melody came in for many: rounds of applause, 
Following this, Schady, the Squadron Artist, imoressed the crowd with his re- P 
markable ability and cleverness at comical chalk-talks. His sketches were ex- 
cellent and well done, and most deservedly "clicked." 

The next event was a 3-round. bout between Soult and Stinson, both 160. re 
pounds. These boys were big and undoubtedly could hit, but neither one gave | 0 
the other a chance to do so. If one had, the fight would have probably ended f 
in a knockout instead of a draw. The final bout on the program was a’ 4round » 
set-to between McCormick and Wilson, both tipping ‘the scales at 140. ‘This was y 
a good fight, as both boys had lots of exnerience and cleverness to back their t 
efforts. The spectators witnessed.an excellent tussle. t 

The next event, a pie-eating contest, was a riot of fun, with three purns-§ 
ful pie~eaters as contestants. Three stools were set up in the ring, a huge pic j : 
placed on each, and the chow-hounds knelt by the stools. At a given signal the f , 
fun began. Thirty seconds later one vie man gave up, with nie in his eyes, ears, 


nose, and plenty in his mouth. Later it was found he even had some in his shir | 
vocket. Roy White finally emerged victor, winning both the »rice and cognomen | 
"Chow-Hound., " i 

The last event on this excellent »rogram was a Pee OMEN Five big i 
boys, blindfolded, were yut in the ring, one arm tied behind the back, the other | 
encased in a big boxing glove. Although one-armed and blindfolded, these boys § 
gave and took some mighty wallops. This was the funniest event of the evening, 
the boys! antics almost sending the crowd into “hysterics. — 

Tims, the 59th closed its »rogram, adding another highly successful enter- 
tainnent to its crodit. The judges of the bouts were Captain Usher, Lieut. Dayi 
Sgt. Michaels officiating as referee; Sergeant Cattarius, time-keeper, and Sgt. Ff 
Nestor, Announcer, Coffee and sandwiches were served, as well as cigarettes ani > 
cigars. Everything went off smoothly, due to the preparedness of the Squadron 
Recreation Officer (Lieut. Tucker) who nust receive credit for yromoting the 4 
affair, The 59th Squadron hopes to be back again in the near future with an 
even gt and better entertainment. 

19th Airship Commsany; The boxing team took all the honors in the prelimin 7 
ary fights held at “angley Field recently to determine renresentatives to the 
Third Corps Area Tournament in “altimore, Skrinar, 158 lbs.; Penn, 146 lbs., 
and Morane, 130 lbs., will represent Langley, being the only entries from the 
field, 

The baseball team is exxecting a great season this year - even better than 
in previous years when we swept through the Post League with very little o posi F 
tion and then turned in wins over some of the best amateur teams in this sectiol 
This year our team was strengthened by the addition of Rule, a southpaw, former 
ly of Fort Monroe; and Skrimar, a catcher from Fort Bragg, N.C. Practice hat 
already started, 
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eeler Field, Schofield Barracks, T.H., March 9th, 
The 18th Pursuit Group has been engaged in tactical problems with the luke f 
Field Bombers and the Attack ships from the 26th Attack Squadron. Various forms 
of diving attacks, both from above and below, have been ee’ with a view #0} 
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working out the best method of defense and offense. Camera guns were mounted 
on both Bombers and Pursuit ships. ee he by ‘Pursuit ships of the shadows of 
the Bombing planes on water were also - racticed. | 

Licut. Sterart W. Towle, returnin: from —_— on the ws eens was assigned 
to the 75th Service Squadron. 

The officers and ladies of Wheeler Field entertained Major and Mrs. Wash 
with an Aloha arty at the Haleiva Beach Cluo on Weanesday evening, ‘February 
4th. Mrs. Wash and dan: ghter, Patricia, sailed on the Tatsuta, Maru the following 
day for a. triv around the world, 

On February llth, seven now officers < arrived from the-mainland for: duty 
at this field. They were assigned as follows: Lieut. Rudolyh Fink to the 6th 
Sqadron; Lieut. William Bentley, Jr., to the 19th; and Lieuts. John C. Horton, 
George McCoy, Jr., Thomas McDonald, James L. Majors, and John Stribling, Sri, 
to the 26th Attack Squadron. 

Wheeler Field's baseball candidates started vractice. Two teams will be 
organized - the 19th and 26th Smadrons and the 6th and 75th Squadrons will 
team together. Out of these two, one team will be picked to re»vresent the 
field. 


Primary Flying School, March Tield, Calif., March 2ord. 





The new class which resorted March lst consists of 125 Flying Cadets and 
lst Lieut. John G. Salsman, Air Coros. Flying on the »rimary course started 
on March Sth. | . 

Lieut. Pavl L. Williams, Director of Flying, was seriously injured in an 
automobile accident on February 7th. He was taken to Letterman General Hos- 
pital in the Fokker Trans»vort, and the members of this command are leased to 
hear that he is recovering from his injuries. 

In compliance with recent i srporeaped the following-named officers of 
the field »narticipated in night flights; Caotain Earle H. Tonkin made a flight 
to San Francisco and return; Licuts. L. i. Dawson and C.H. Dowman to San 
Francisco; Lieuts. Y.A. Pitts end Benj. 5. Cassidy to Fresno, Colif.; returning 
the same night; Lieut. R.E. Pirtle from Lordsburg, I.M., to March Field; lLieuts. 
D.M. Allison, James F.J. Early and Robert Johnston to San Francisco and return, 


Mather Field, Sacramento, Calif. 





The blot on the escutcheon of the Mather Nimrods has been erased at last, 
and they can hold their héads wo again and say: "Who saic thar weren't no bar 
in them there hills?" Lieut. B.S. Kelsey recently went wo into the Mt. Shasta 
country with the avowed intention of returning with a bear or not at all. Those 
left behind at thé field, knoviing the outcome of previous bear hunts, were 
inclined to guifaw in the sleeves a flying jackets, but imagine their conster- 
nation when some days later the big game hunter returned-to the field very 
heavily laden. After wearing out onasiien rable boot leather and horse flesh, 
climbing around the hills of Northern California, a big black bear was finally 
turned out of his winter lair and given a merry chase which ended disastrously 
for him. The bear weighed some 250 »younds and was’ no easy pack to bring out of 
the woods. As a result of this hunt, the ‘ost has been enjoying bear meet for 
about a week or so. We hope Kelsey meets with as much success should he turn 
breadwinner again very soon. 

Three Air Coros officers from Mather Field left ‘Mexeh L5th for a month's 
temorary duty with the Coast’ ‘Artillery, Field Artillery and Cavalry, respect- 
ively. This »olicy has been in effect for the past several years and has: met 
with great success both from an educational stand xoint and one of interest and 
enjoyment to the personnel ‘concerned. 

Lieuts. P.K. Morrill and R. M. Losey vent to the Cavalry and Field Artillery, 
Tespectively, both at Monterey, Calif.; and Lieut. D.C. Doubleday to the Coast 
Artillery at Fort MacArthur. Each of the foregoing stations will send an offi- 
cer to Crissy Field for a month's tour of duty with the Air Corps. 

Along with all our flying and or? ganization activities, we have found time 
to put various athletic teams into the field, All work and no vlay makes Jack 
& dull boy, es: pecially when Jaci is in the Air Corns. ‘Both officers and enlist- 
ed men participate. ‘he officers are partial to volleyball , and daily games 
are scheduled to be played whenever there are spare moments during the day. A 
Tepresentative team has layed Crissy Field, both here and at Crissy, winning 
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both games. The trip down was made by air and a »roblem was conducted on the 
way, thas combining business with »leasure. 

The Field boasts of a very good besketball team. It has won many laurels 
in a league in Sacramento and tied with Crissy Field for fourth nlace in the 
Section D tournament for the Coros Area Chanmmionship. This is quite unexnectay 
and commendable, due to the fact that the team was organized only about a mont) 
before the Tournament. — . : 

A tennis team from Rockwell Field recently flew un here in three Curtiss 
Bez Bombers and three P-12C's. With reinforcements from our tennis enthusiasts 
at Mather Field, they layed the Sutter Lamm Tennis Club of Sacramento, but logy 
by a small margin. ‘The return to Rockvell Ficld was made so that the last hal; 
hour was after dark. 

The 77th Pursuit Squadron welcomed the arrival of Lieut. Crew from Crissy 
Field as a valuable addition to our officer »ersonnel; also Master Sergeant. 
Terry, who re,orted from Mitchel Field and was assiged as Hangar Chief. Two 
men were sent to Chanute Field for. the Engine Mechanics Course, Sergeant Wipf 
going by rail end Private Lester by Trans»ort. 

Competition in flying is very keen between the two Squadrons at the Field, 
Each ensuing critique develops into a high pitch of excitement commarable to 
that of an international debate. However, we all thrive on competition, and 
in the end we hone to bring out »voints that will lead to the ultimate - »erfec. 
tion and efficiency for the grou» as. a whole. 

It has been rumored that Lieut. Richards' request for an additional sumly 
of stocking caps (Texture silk; quality, used) for the maneuvers, was turned 
dovm by the Air Coros Supply, the reason being that there were none on hand, ani 
no one could advance ideas as to how they might be obtained. Anyone caring to 
contribute may do so at their own risk. All contributions rill be carefully 
considered and confidentially received. 

77th Pursuit Squadron: In addition to his other duties, Lieut. Hopkins 
has been functioning as Engineering, Operations, Armament, Communications and 
Intelligence Officer in the Squadron. He is also Post Fire Marshall and has my 
other minor pvositions too mumerous to mention. The new arrivals will certainly 
receive an extra large welcome from at least one of the officers. 

Since the recent passage of the gambling bill by the Nevada State Legisla- 
ture, Lieut. Kraft has started giving lessons in golf. He claims that golf is 
a better game anyway and, besides, you get exercise. That's something. 

For the past month Lieut. Losey has been on a contact mission with the 
llth Cavalry at the Presidio of Monterey, Celif. Lieut. Losey volunteered on 
the grounds that he kmew more cowboy sougs than anyone else and in that way 
would fit in better socially, etc. Since returning he has been flying in the 
rear element. So far no kicks have been received. 

There has been some investization as to a suitable location to hold the 
annual gunnery exercises this year, and on learning this, Lieut. Crew yelled 
"Fallon, Nevada," so loudly that Canteain Lynd, after being informed that the 
town was only aooroximately 60 miles from Reno, decided that it might be worth 
looking into and immediately ordered out two P-l2's. On arriving at the old 
home town, Lieut. Crew learned that the weekly cryer had not yet »urchased a 
camera for its star revorte?, and consequently he was cheated out of the "Home 
Town Boy Makes Good" headline. 





































San Antonio Air Devot, Duncan Field, Texas, March 14th. 





Among out of town visitors at the Devot this month were the following Air 
Corps officers attending the regular monthly conference on supply and engineer- 
ing held at this Devot on March 3rd: lst Lieuts. Row W. Camblin, Hatbox Field, 
Muskogee, Okla.; . S. Hamlin and G.E. Rice, Fort Sill, Okla.; and Iucas V. Boau, 
Jr., Instructor with the 45th Division Aviation, Colorado National Guard, Denver. 

‘On March 4th, Capt. Clarence Longacre, QMC, and Mrs. Longacre were welcomed 
as members of the De.v0t's official fanily , having arrived here by automobile 
from Washington, D.C., where Cartain Longacre had been on’ duty in the Office of 
the Quartermaster General. He was assivned as Quartermaster at this De»ot, re- 
lieving Cant. Joseph W. Timnons, Ur., QiIC, who is under orders for relief from 
this station and assignment to Chilkoot Harracks, Alaska, early in Avril. 

Major Frederick Gilbreath, G.S.C., of the Office Chief of Staff, G4, 
Washington, and lst Lieut. C.L. Gamble, QMC, of the Office of the Quartermaster 
General, constituting the War Devartuent Economy Board, while ate meee 
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visit to this vicinity on a tour of the various Army activities throughout the 
country checking housing conditions, utilities: and other installations, called 
at the Depot on March 7th. 

Lievt.-Colonel A.W. Robins, caine Cormander, and Cant. Charles HE. Branshaw, 
Chief Engineer Officer, left March 8th for the Rockwell Air De ot, Coronado, 
(alif., for a short period of temporary duty, conferring with the Commanding 
Officer of that Der.0t on-methods and systems used in the operation of AirDe»ots. 

Major GeorgeH. Brett, Commanding:.0fficer of Selfridge Field, Mich., and 
capt. Victor H. Strahm, lst Lieut.:H.A. Johnson and 2nd Lieuts.N. B. Harbold and 
5, P. Wright, of that Field, were ‘informal visitors here on March 8th, piloting 
five P-l airplanes to Kelly Field. 

On the afternoon of March 12th, the De»ot was afforded the pleasure of an 
informal visit from Wing Comsander L.J. Fiennes, Royal Air Force, Air Attache 
mith the British Enbassy at Washington, who was' visiting ‘the Air Coros Primary 
and Advanced Flying Schools at Broolzs and many Fields for a study of training 
methods. 

First Lieut. Caleb V. Haynes, A.C., ere with the Washington National 
@ard, Svokane, was an overnight visitor at the Dexot March 11th and leth, en 
route on a cross-country in an 0-248: frum the West Coast, leaving here for 
Maxwell Field, Ala. 

lst Lieut. James B. Carroll, Instructor with the California National Guard, 
tos Angeles, on cross-country from ithe West Coast, stonped at this Devot March 
llth for check and revair of his air: plane, leaving on the 15th for Fort Crockett, 
TEXAS « 

The following air: lanes and engines were. overhauled and re’ -eired by the 
Ingineering De: nartment of the Depot during February: 

- Airplanes overhauled; 1-A-3, 1 A-3A,°3 A+3B, 3 O-2H, 5 P-1D, 1 P-15, 
$ BRL, 5, PRS, 3 PL-3A, 1 G7, total 26; Re: ares ~ 1 A-SB, 3 0-2H, 4 sical 
1 PH-9D, 1 PT-3A, 1 C-1C,. -total ll. Pa 

‘Engines overhauled: 32. Cartiss D-12, 7 Wright J-5, 6 Wright Sud, 10 Wasa, 
total 55; Renaired: 33 Liberty, 2 Curtiss D-l2, 2 Wright J-5, total 37, 


San Antonio Air De vot, Duncan Field, Texas, Match 31st. 





Lieut.-Col. A.17. Robins, Conmanding ‘Officer, and Cant. Charles H.Branshaw, 
Chief Engineer Officer, this Depot, returned from a week's temporary duty at the 
Rockwell Air Devot, where they conferred with the Commanding Officer thereat on 
methods and systems used in the operation of- Air Depots. 

Waile enroute from Honolulu to Bolling Field on change of station, Cant. 
Harry G. Montgomery. vyaid a an informal visit. to friends at this De»ot on March 
léth, At Honolulu Cant. Montgomery was in charge of the Hawaiian Air De»ot, He 
is slated to attend the Army Industrial. College. 

‘Lieut. Frederick P. Kenny, of Rockwell’ Field, Calif., visited the De xot on 
March 16th for conference with the Commanding Officer. 

Major H,A. Dargue visited here March 20th and 2lst, while enrcute in a Y-14 
plane from Langley Field, Va., to Mather Field, Calif. 

Major Robert McG. Littlejohn, G.S.C., ofthe Office Chief of ‘Staff, G3, a 
and Majors Douglas B. Netherwood, Wm. F. Volandt and Capt. A.W. Brock, Jr., of” 
the Office Chief of Air Cor>s, visited here March 25th during a cr ose-country 
tour in a Y-1C0-14 airplane, in connection with nrojected new construction at - 
various, activities. 

‘Mrs J. Earl Schaefer, Vice President ae Charge of Sales, of the Stearman © 
Aircraft Company, Wichita, Kansas, was a visitor at the De Mot March 27th while: 
enroute to Brooks Field in connection with the Stearman training lanes now 
undergoing | service. test at the Primary Flying . School. 

lst Lieut. Richard T, Aldworth, U.S.A., “etired, Manager of the Newark, N.J. 
Airport, formerly with the Air Corss and for a number of years on duty at this 
Devot, visited San Antonio, his home town, and called at the Devot on March 30th 
to greet old friends. oe 


Third Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas, March 15th. 


March 25th was set aside as Field Day, to be devoted to a track and field 
meet, The particinants have been working out almost daily for this meet, which 
Promises to be the best ever held here. A ctp will be presented to the Squadron 
Winning the meet. ; “tees 
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The 13th Squadron, »ost basketball champs, have >layed their first game 
of a best two out of three series to determine the chamionship of Galveston 
County. ‘Their opponents are the Santa Fe. The 13th lost the first game 35 t, 
28. The game was close throughout, and not until the last quarter did either 
team have the advantage. 

Seconda Lieuts. Pavl L. Torrence and Hernan C. West, Reserve Officers who 
were stationed with the Group for the past year, were transferred for duty nit, | 
the 2nd Bombardment Group at Langley Field, Va. 

Sergeant Arthur J. Muldoon, 51, 90th Attack Squadron, died March 10th at fF 
the post hospital. He was one of the oldest men in soint of service with the 
Group. Interment was in a local cemetery. 

Night flying in formation is being »racticed most every night by Group 
pilots. As yet no cross-country hons at night have been made. 








Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Als. , March 28th. 





Flying for the past three weeks were entirely in the nature of night mis. 
sions. Routine landings with some short cross-country practice occudied the 
»ilots' flying time. Excellent success has been met, the weather being 
unusually favorable. | 

Early in March the last detail of officers returned from Fort Benning, 
completing the exchange of »ersonnel between the Georgia post and Maxwell Fieli,} 
This custom is suspended throughout the summer months. 

Maxwell Field Polo enthusiasts were given a treat recently by an interest- | 
ing match between the local layers and the Fort Benning Freebooters. Cantains 
Gee, Tuttle and Lieut. McKnight formed the bulwark of the Benning team, while 
matched against them were Lieuts. Richard J. French, Bruce A. Tyndall, . Murray 
Woodbury and Mitchell Borden, all of Moxwell. The Freebooters were more acc 
rate in their hitting and sat a little more familiarly on their mounts, coming 
through with a’seven to five victory over the home organization. 





Wright Field, Dayton, Ohio, March 25rd. 





A Board of Officers met at Wright Field in February to discuss and adonta 
general arrangement and the tyne of buildings best ada»ted to the construction 
of a model air denot. The Board was made uw» of Lieut.-Col. A.W. Robins, San 
Antonio Air Depot; Capt. ~Lavghlin, Fairfield Air Devt; Lieuts. Ray A. Dum, 
Middletown Air Denot; B.M: Giles, Rocicwell Field, Coronedo, Celif.; G.V.McPike, | 
Fairfield Air Dexot, and Charles E. Thomas, San Antonio, Texas. 





Three O-19C airnlanes were ferried to Wright Field for flight and »erfort 


ange testing in February by Lieuts. J.D. Corkille, J.A. Woodruff and F.D. Klein. 
They were flown from the Thomas-Morse »lant in Buffalo, New York. 
Tvo additionel planes of the same tynve were flovm in by Lieuts. C.D. 


McAllister and Capt. J.G. Taylor. Lieut. H.T. McCormick, Air Corns Reoresente- [ 


tive at the plant of the Curtiss Co., ferried a Fairchild Photogranhic lane 
from the plant of the Fairchild Co., Farmingdele, N.Y., to the Materiel Div. 


wrens ; 





Capt. C.F. Wheeler left for Washington Feb. 19th for conference with the 
Chief of the Air Corys. ° 

Lieut. Donald F. Stace left Wright Field by air recently for an extended 
flight which took him to Scott Field; Lembert Field, St. Louis; Kansas City; 
Fort Riley; Muskogee; Fort Sill; Grand Prairie, Texas; Kelly Field; Brooks 
Field; San Antonio Air Denot; Randolph Field; Fort Sam Houston; Galveston; 


Montgomery; Birmingham; Birmingham; Atlanta; Fort Bragg; Langley Field, Bolling : 


Field; Aberdeen; Mitchel Field; Middletown, Pa., and Pittsburgh. Pa. At each 
of these stops, Lieut. Stace was in conference with the Commanding Officer of 
the post to gain the necessary information for a comoléte study of the supply 
and equipment situation prevailing throughout the Air Corns. 

Cat. Robert Kauch and Lieut. Donald L. Bruner returned from Santa Monica, 
Calif., where they hed gone to ferry two BI-2ZB airnlanes from the »lant of the 
Douglas Company to Wright Field. 

* Capt. John ¥. York, Jr., gave e lecture on Feb. 20th before the Reserve 
Officers’ Club on "Industrial War Plans." 
Lieut. H.P. Rush flew to Washington Feb. 25th, meking a night return 
ight. 


Comoeny , spent several days at the Materiel Division in February. 
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Capt. Lowell H. Smith, Air Corys Reoresentative at the plant of the Keystonl 
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Cant. Glen T. Lampton, Specialist Reserve, re vorted Feb. 24th for two 
weeks! active duty, during which time he was engaged in the Industrial War Plans 
ton Section and as Instructor in the Air Corgs Engineering School. 
35 ty) | Lieut. S.E. Prudhomme left Feb. e6th for Mexwell Field, Ala., to ferry an 
ther 0-19B from that station to Fairfield for overhaul. + 

Capt. A.B. McDeniel and Lieut. C.W. Sullivan, of the Office Chief of the 
Air.corps; Capt. F.0. Carroll and Lieut. Wendell Brookley, Wright Field; Lts. 


Ane 


who t 
7 with a W.Re, Carter and J.R. Morgen, Brooks Field, formed a board which convened at 

: Wright, Field March end to determine the suitability for training -mrooses of 
1 at the Consolidated XP1T-%3 airplane. The Board was in session for several days, 


the | and its findings were sent to the Office of the Chief of the Air Corns. 
; Lieut. W.N. Amis returned recently from a six weeks! trip, which included 
_ Penama and Honolulu. During this trip he suverintended the installation of and 











° instruction in the use of supply equirment at the various stations en route. 

Boyard Johnson and Reuben C. Moffatt are the latest of our Lieutenants now 

walking about as Caotains. 

Lieut. H.A. Bartron arrived at Wright Field March 7th from Kelly Field to 
mis. fF confer with the Chief of the Materiel Division regarding equipment and sup lies 
the =f for Randolph Field, Texas. 

Cants.F.0. Carroll, J.G. Taylor, Lieuts. A.F. Hegenberger, J.A. Woodruff, 

W.G. Smith, H.P. Rush, end D.W. Watkins left for Hasbrouck Heights, March 10th, 
‘ to inspect mock-ups of the YP-8 and YO-27 at the plant of the Fokker Company. 
Fell ' Lieut. C.A. Caldwell took off for Middletown, Pa., Washington, D.C., 
Baltimore, Mitchel Field, Hartford, Conn. and Boston, Mass., for conference with 
Test. commanding officers of the various fields regarding arrangements for the Air 
stains Corps Exercises to be held in May. 
ile Major A.H.  Gilkeson, Major E.G. Reinartz, Lieuts. J.B. Parker, L.A. 
“ray Hendricks and 0.B, Robey flew to Chanute Field March leth, returning that night. 
scsi Major General W.G. Everson, Chief of the Militia Bureau, and Cart. Vid. 
ming Meloy, Air Corps, assigned to the Militia Bureau, visited the Materiel Division 
March llth, leaving on the leth for Washington. 
Capt. Karl S. Axtater addressed the students of the University of Dayton 
on March 16th on "The Development of Lighter-than-Air craft." The lecture was 
illustrated by moving »ictures. 
font a & Capts.F.0. Carroll and Bayard Johnson, Lieuts. D.L. Bruner, J.A.Woodruff, 
tion ff C.D. McAllister, A.A. Kessler, flew to Detroit Merch 16th to inspect the mock- 
on | up of a new type of twomseater Pursuit »lane being manufactured by the Detroit 
hun, ’ Aircraft Corporation. 
Pike, | Lieut. H.R. Wells left by train March 17th for Bristol, Pa., to ferry a 
new Bombardment airplane to Wright Field. * 
fore & Lieut. A.F. Hegenberger left on March 19th for Santa lonica, Calif., to 
lein, E ferry to Wright Field a Bl-2B airplane from the plant of the Douglas Company. 
M. Kataoka, K. Teramoto and T. Sumaga, the first of the Imperial Japanese 
: Navy and the latter two of the Imperial Jananese Army, Tokio, Jaman, were re- 
ente- P cent visitors at the Materiel Division. 
ne | Major H.H. Arnold left Wright Field Merch 15th for conference with the : 
7 «C&« Chief of the Air Corps, Washington, regarding »lans for the Air Cor.s Maneuvers, 
the ff traveling from there ‘to Boston and Hartford to further arrangements for the same 
; Jurpose. He returned to Wright Field on March 2end. 
ied - Among representatives of aircraft manufacturers visiting the Division for 
: 4 consultation during the past month were: C.G. Peterson, Ford Motor Co. ,Detroit; 
y; OF N.N, Tilley and Peter Wessel, Kinner Airnlane and Engine Corp., Glendale,Calif.; 
4 J. Lowman, Lycoming Mfg. Co., Williamsvort, Pa.; S.P. Lyon, Thomas-Morse Co., 
4 Buffalo; G. ett ey ag & Chicago; Claude Sauzedde, Sauzedde Brakes, Detroit; W.A. 
Lling Schlegel , gwitlich Equiyment Co., Trenton, N.J.; R.H. Isaacs, Eclipse Aviation 
n - Oo, Hast Orange, N.J.; F.B. Glover, Sky Syecialties Co., Detroit; H.R. Ogden, 
20 : Curtiss Wright Co., Garden City, N.Y.; B.E. Aldrin, Standard Oil Development Co., 
of § New York City; Lawrence Bell, Consolidated Aircraft Cor>., Buffalo, N.Y.; Robert 
sly P, Farnsworth, Curtiss-Wright Co., Washington, D.C.; E.N. Gott and C.T. Porter, 
; Keystone Aircraft Co., Bristol, Pa.; R.L. Hankinson, Consulting Engineer, New 
= a Albany, Ind.; M.C, Fox, Curtiss A. and M. Co., Buffalo, N.Y.; Nelson Palmquist, 
ica, Fp St. Louis Aircraft Corv., St.Louis; P.G. Johnson, Boeing Co., Seattle; J.F.Meade, 
the & Mercury Aircraft Co., Hammondsort, M.Y.; Hamilton Foley, Pittsburgh Screw and 
| 3 Bolt Co., Pittsburgh; B.G. Carison, Sverry Gyro Co., N.Y. City; Mac Short and 
" git. Schacter, Stearman Aircreft Co. 2 Wichita, Kang. j Fredk Charavay, Hartzell 
bechs er Co., Fagna Ohio; 3.S. Hobbs, Pratt and Wh tney Co., Hartford, Conn. ; 
tr le L. Irvin, rving ‘Air Chute Co., Buffalo; E.C. Friel and C.F. Biesemeier, 
cl, uae oe Co., Kansas City; Frank W. Caldwell, Hamilton Standard 
: Oe eeey Co., Pittsburgh; V.E. Bertrandias, Fokker Co., New York; D. Miller, 
ston ild Co., New York; and Donald Douglas, Douglas Co., Santa Monica, Calif. 
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Fairfield Air De ot, Fairfield, Ohio, March 13th..”. 






Major A.L. Sneed, Commanding Officer, denarted by rail on March 4th, ang 
Cant. Burton F. Lewis and Lieut. George ‘Y. McPike on°’March 3rd for Fort Riley, 
Kansas, to secure and ferry 0-254 dirvlanes to this. station for insvection ang 
reoair for use in the Air Corns Demonstrations to” be: “held in May. They retum 
ed March 8th, despite very unfavorable weather. 

Lieut.-Col. L.E. Goddier, Jr., svent a few days? leave of absence in 
Washington, D.C., from March 3rd to 7th. 

Lieut. Melvin 3. As» denarted by rail March 9th for Fort Riley, Kansas, to é 
secure and ferry an 0-254 airnlane to this station for inspection and re air ; 
for use in the Air Corps Demonstrations in May.. He returned on the 12th. 

The Overations Officer started a series of oa" flying tests, the Derson- 
nel of this De»vot being the particinvants. 

Due to an evidemic of influenza at this »ost, no’ social. functions were 
held during the nast few weeks. 3 

_ Anong those visiting the »ost during the »ast. two weeks, the following wer q 
noted; Major-General William E. Everson, Chief of the Militia Bureau, and Cant, F 
Vincent J. Meloy, March llth, to make an insnection ‘of: this Dex0t - Lieut. 
Harold A. Bartron, Kelly Field, Texas, March 9th, to make an inspnection in con- ff 
nection with the.consolidation of the Devot and Station Supvly Devartments here. | 
Lieut. Souza and Sgt. Burval, Chanute Field; Sgt. Caldwell and Sgt. Carrson, 
Stout Field, and Lieut. Poe, Selfridge Field, March 10th, enroute on cross- 
country missions - Lieuts. Norman, Meehan, and two passengers, from Selfridge jf 
“Field; Lieut. McConnell and Pvt. Blasczak, Lieut. Boyden and Sgt. Williams, fro [ 
Norton Field, March 6th, on cross-country flights - Lieut. Newhall and Set. 
Ossler, Chicago; Lieut. Douglas and Pvt. Holzaz%el, .Bowman Field, March Sth, on 
cross-country missions - Lieut. Frederick and Cor»oral Murray, Chanute Field, 
March lst, on cross-country mission - Lieut. Hegy, a ne. March 11th, 
. en route on cross-country trip. 

On March 4th, Lieut. Burgess devarted from this’ suavion: ferrying a P-1C 
airplane to Chanute. Lieut. Giovannoli devarted, ferrying a P-1C to. Bolling 
Field. ae ee 

Captain Giffin and Pvt. Davis, Maxwell Field, devarted for their home sta- 
tion, having been on a cross-country flight. : 

Lieuts. Starrat and Burgess, and Sgt. Jackson, Chanute Field, arrived in | 
two Bl-2's on March 4th on cross-country missions. - 





i Bn pee el 








Indiana National Guard Air Service, (113th Obs.. Squadron): : 





The Operations Revort for this Squadron durin. the year 1930 shows 2,682 
hours flown by ~ilots, 1,824 hours by observers, making a total of 4,506 + 
hours. Lieut. Howard Maxwell led the field with -350 hours as pilot. 

Lieut. Dayton D. Watson, our Recular Army Instructoz, is now honeymooning , 
in Panama. Cant. Thomas S, Voss, of Chanute Field, was detailed here terorari- 3 
ly during the absence of Lieut. Watson. 





Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., M Merch 18th. 





All organizations and devariments of Scott Field were commended by Lieut. Ff 
Col. John A. Paegelow, »ost commander, as. the result of revorts. received in con — 
nection ' with the annual inspection. ‘The insvection was in November, and was col- q 
ducted by Colonel William H. ara and — Ernest. J. Carr, einraal General's [| 
Department. 

That Major General Pranic Parker, én dari: ‘Area, was leased ‘with the re ori § 
submitted by the Inspectors, was show inthe recent letter of commendation ree F 
ceived by Col. Paegelow. The following are extracts from the letter: 

"It appears from the re»orts of the Corns Area Ins»xector General of his 
amiual inspection of Scott Field for the Fiscal. Year 1931 that the »ost, under 
your command, is being administered in a forceful, business-like and efficient 
manner, Snecial comment. was made upon the well-cared-for aryyearance of the 
post, your interest in the welfare of your command and the efficiency with which 
you eliminated deficiencies found at the last previous inspection. 

_ These accomplishments have my sincere ax»reciation and axrobation." 
Favorable flying conditions enabled the lighter-than-air vilots at Scott 
Field to make big strides in their training program during the first two weeks 
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of March. ‘he tvo airships now in commission, the T.C.-6-241 and the T. 
“yt one 


Ss 
271, were florn for avout a total of 40 hours, and all the flying exce 
short test flisht was in connection with the training »rogram. 

Navigation »roblems were solved in cross country flights over a course 
to Decatur and Soringfield, Ill., and return. Shorter »roblems were involved 
in cross-country flishts of a less extended nature. The "71" shin was used 
on these problems as with its closed cadin it is more comfortable for the crow 
on extended flights. 

Camera obscura flying for bombing training was carried out with the "241", 
and this nhase of the training will soon be cleaned wo with a continuance of 
good slying weather. 

Athletic activities at Scott Field slowed down since the clase of the 
inter-squadron basketball series. The »ost basketball team is continuing its 
play in order to take part in the Corys Area athletic meet at Fort Sheridan. 
Lieut. George Stokes, boxing instructor, has a few men in training for the 
same event. 

The 9th Airship Comoany showed themselves to be excellent losers in the 
basketball championship. The conduct of the team in its losing games was the 
result of many favorable conments during the series end then,to climax their 
svrtsmanlike action, they were host to the chammion 15th Squadron team at a 
Smoker on March leth. Excellent food and entertainment were »rovided, and 
imronmtu speeches were called for from many of the guests. 

end Lieut. Kennedy Dodds, Reserve, recently on active duty at Dodd Field, 
Fort Sam Houston, Texas, was ordered to Scott Field and is scheduled to be 
assigned to the 15th Observation Souadron for training. His home is in Denver, 
Colorado, and he is to be on active duty until February 28, 1932, 


Brooks Field, San Antonio, Texas, Anril 1, 1981. 





Caotain Gerd von Massow, of the German Aviation Section, who has been sta- 
tioned at crooks Field while in attendance at the Air Corns Primary Flying 
School, was transferred to the Advanced Flying School at Kelly Field. He was 
very 2opular and well liked at Brooks, and his many friends are wishing him 
continued success. 

Interesting visitors at the field on March 14th were Congressmen Kvale 
and Clague, of Minnesota. 

Lieut Col. H.B. Clagett, Commanding Officer of Brooks Field, who went to 
Santa Monica, Calif., to »rocure a new BI-2B »wlane allotted to the Field, re- 
turned after a week's absence. He was detained at Bl Paso on account of heavy 
rains. 

An interesting visitor at Brooks Field on March 14th was Lieut.~-Col. J.L. 
Fiennes, Wing Commander, Aviation Devartment, British Army, on duty as Air 
Attache of the British Embassy at Washington. Major H.H.C. Richards, in command 
of the field in Col. Clagett's absence, was host to Col. Fiennes, and with him 
inspected the Primary Flying School and Brooks Field »roper. 

Second Lieut. Robert L. Easton, Adjutant ana Suwx.ly Officer, 58th Service 
Sqadron, was transferred to the Primary Flying School wxon comoletion of the 
Instructors! course in flying. The Squadron regrets his loss, but wishes him 
every success in his new field of endeavor. 

oSth Service Squadron: This organization is civided into two »latoens, 
With Tech. Sgts. George D. Brovm and John S. Dombeck as leaders. 

Sergeant Fletcher has agreed to manage the Squadron baseball team. He 
reoorts excellent material in the sixteen men who are trying out for various 
20sitions on the team. ‘Twelve new uniforms and other necessary .equivment wero 
received to make tho boys hanpy. 

Tech. Sgt. Russoll C. Pockham was transforrod to tho 62nd Service Squadron. 
The 58th was roluctant to loso him, but wishcs him success and hay.inuss in 
thatever he undortakos. Toch. Sgt. John S.Domback, from the 62nd, is rovlaco- 
mnt for Sgt. Pockham, and tho Squadron is extending him a hcarty welcome. 

: Staff Set. Kroll arrived from the Canal”Zone and idcntificd himself as a 
momoer of the Squadron. He rovlaccs Staff Sgt. Jack Stcclc who gocs to Panama. 
20th Photo Section; Lieut. Oakley G. Kelly, who gained international 

drominence for his transcontinental non-stop flight with Lieut. Macready, vas 
transferred to the 52nd School Scuadron as Commanding Officer. The »ersonnel 
regret his loss, as he was well liked by all the men of the orgenization. Lieut. 
B.C, Robbins has been attached and assumed command of the 20th Photo Section, 
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and ».ersonnel of his organization are making him welcome. 5 
Pic. Williams returned after comsleting a course of instruction in hott. 

graohy at Chanute Field, Ill. "Bt" stated he didn't recognize the old lace } 

cause of the great number of immmrovements made in the Section during his abg 

Pic. Breakefield returned from the West Point Pre; School at Fort Sam — 
Houston. It is understood he finished at the to» of his class and took the & 
aminations which were given March 4th. All hope that he will make the "Point, t 

Tech. Sgt. Michler and his staff of landscane gardeners are very busy . 
beautifying the lavm in front of the Photo Hut, and when they complete their, 
plans the "hut" will a»pear second to none on the field in artistic arrangemey 

llth School Grows Headquarters: Tech, Sgt. Scott returned from furlough 
Pvt. Lillard returned.from a 3. months! fur’ough incident. to his reenlistment; 
as did Staff Sgt. Eldridge, the latter assuming his duties as Sergnan’- inlay 
the Personnel Office at Post Headquarters. 

Sgt. Cox, of the 58th, is the recivient of many conamaiiintiaa from mer 
of the llth, which organization joined with the 58th ina dance recently, 80m 
sored by Sgt. Cox. ‘The occasion »roved one of the most successful of the seg 

Staff Set. Bicley was transferrea to i{fitchel Field. The organization 
wishes him luck in his new assignment. 

The baseball season has opened and the men are out each day for »racticg, 

Send School Squadron: The boys made an excellent showing on the range, 

Everything points to a successful baseball season for the Send. Under th 
expert tutelage of Lieut. Cobb, it is dovbtful if another squadron will be ab 
to give our boys any cometition. 

Captain Finter was relieved of his duties as Souadron Commander and Lieut, 
Oakley G. Kelly was a2 .0inted to fill the vacancy. After almost a year in ou 
midst, Captain Finter's devartumg is occasioning much regret. He has gained 
our resnect as a snlendid skinner. We are more than »leased than an officer @j 
Lieut. Kelly's ability has been chosen to succeed him. 

46th School Squadron: Privates, lst hats Johns and Black re ort a de-~ 
lightful cross-country to Eagle Pass last weel 

Our own Squadron orchestra is budding, and with a few more additions we 
shall have an orchestral flover blossomed in the barracks. 

Pvt. Orth, vho has been attending the West Point Prep School at Fort Sam 
Houston, is back with the Squadron and is o7ctimistic about the vossibilities of 
attending the Academy. His friends are wishing him the best of luck. 

Private Wiley, of Waco, is a new addition to the Squadron. He says his 
ambition tobecome a Cadet froin civil life seemed too far away, so he came on 
into the service like a good boy, and we are delighted to have him. The 46th 


now has four »votential officers - three for the Flying School and one for the 
Point. 











Air Corns Reserve Activities in New Fn“Land;: 





The Reserve officers of the 442nd and 44rd Pursuit Squadrons, most of wh 
fly at the Boston Airnort, are orevaring for the coming Air Corps Maneuvers. | 
They ian to obtain all valuable »oints on combat flying. Many of the officers 
hope to be narticinating in various missions connected with the execution of. the 
maneuvers. 

Some of the officers have been obtaining some treining in flying by instr 
ments under the "Hood" over the rear coclmit of a Pl. 

Lieut. Joseph A. Wilson, Commanding Officer of the Detachment at the Aim 
port, caused one of the PI's to be equirned vith a hood over the rear cocioit, 
and had necessary additional instruments installed therein. Lieut. Wilson made 


the first tests of this "blind flying" ship, after which Lieut. Tavley, Majors | 


Beaman, Raymond and Capt. Charles Clark began their training. Almost any day 
the queer looking steed may be seen plowing around over the airport. 

Lieut. R.C. Moffat was a recent visitor at the field. He was the first 
commanding officer here, and he was surprised to note the changed as ect of the 
airport. He was.warmly greeted by his many friends here. 


V-6138, A.C. 


AEE LO NCEE SOMONE ELENLE LOGIE NTE EEL IY ALS 


bei 


Mi Sapte 











